


What is the “fourfold Gospel?”

The term fourfold Gospel describes the historic 
emphasis of The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
in Canada (C&MA) on the person of Jesus Christ. 
These characteristics of Jesus and His ministry 
are what defined the C&MA more than 100 years 
ago, and they continue to be the foundation of 
our Christ-centred, Spirit-empowered, Mission-
focused work today. Our founder A.B. Simpson’s 
life was transformed by encountering the power 
and presence of Jesus and it is our hope that you 
encounter Him as well.

The pitcher symbolizes Christ our Healer. It speaks 
of oil for divine life and physical healing.

The crown stands for Christ our Coming King. He 
will come back to this earth and reign forever.

The cross typifies Jesus Christ our Saviour. He died 
on a cross for our sins, and only through Him can we 
be made right with God.

The laver illustrates Christ as our Sanctifier. The 
laver—a large basin used in God’s temple for 
washing—represents cleansing from sin by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.



 Christ our Saviour

Jesus was sent by God to save us from sin so that we 
can become members of God’s eternal family. 

Jesus taught that He is the only way to know God. 
Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 
14:6). His way is the only way that leads to life—and 
life abundant.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.

Acts 4:12



Christ our Sanctifier

The laver was a wash basin used in the Old 
Testament tabernacle and temple. It was used to 
cleanse priests from sin. We reference it to symbolize 
Christ as the One who purifies us from sin and 
makes us righeous; we are made holy through 
Christ’s Spirit.

Holiness is not a one-stop experience. Just as the Old 
Testament priests went back to the wash basin often, 
we too need to go back to Jesus, through prayer and 
confession, and receive empowerment by His Holy 
Spirit to overcome sin. 

May God himself the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful 
and he will do it.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

The secret of walking closely with Christ and 
working successfully for Him is to fully realize that 
we are His beloved.

A.B. Simpson



Christ our Healer

Th e pitcher of oil speaks of Jesus our Healer. Oil is a 
double symbol: one of healing and one of the Holy Spirit 
who is poured out on us.

Th roughout the Gospels, Jesus healed people by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Th is invitation is as fresh today as it 
ever was because Jesus “is the same yesterday and today 
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Even today, Jesus invites us 
to receive healing and to be fi lled with the Holy Spirit. We 
must not forget the power of Christ living within us as an 
ever-present source of healing and empowerment. 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”

Luke 4:18-19

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
because of his Spirit who lives in you.

Romans 8:11



Christ our Coming King

Jesus told many parables about a king leaving for a time 
and returning when nobody expected. Some people were 
ready for the master’s return; others weren’t. We believe 
that Jesus will return to Earth where He will reign as King.
Th e crown symbolizes our anticipation of this reality. 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know 
on what day your Lord will come. But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
time of night the thief was coming, he would have 
kept watch and would not have let his house be 
broken into. So you also must be ready, because 
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 
not expect him.

Matthew 24:42-44

Jesus’ return, at a time we do not know, is part of our 
motivation to fulfi ll Th e Great Commission—Jesus’ 
command to his followers—which is:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20
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