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The List
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My wife Agnes and I have had the honour of
ministering to hurting parents whose children are
far from Jesus. Agnes has a list of the names of
these sons and daughters and prays for them. It
is a list of expectation and hope, but it is also a
list of faith-filled combat. A battle is being waged
over our children’s lives. We have to fight for
them, especially when blindness keeps them from
fighting the battle themselves.

In our journey with our youngest daughter, Emily,
we discovered a few things that enabled us to stay
steady among grief, confusion, and anger.

First, don’t be embarrassed or ashamed to ask
for support and prayer. It may be easier to only
highlight blessings, but that is ultimately a soul-
killing decision. Agnes and I decided we would
share our burden with others, and we found
comfort, understanding, and wisdom from
other parents.

Second, don’t blame yourself. We as parents tend
to think it's because we did something wrong.

After all, Proverbs 22:6 says, “Start children off
on the way they should go, and even when they
are old they will not turn from it” This verse was
never meant as a guilt trip—nor as a guarantee.
We all make mistakes, but ultimately kids make
their own choices.

Third, deal with your feelings. Agnes and I faced
many emotions: anger, grief, sorrow, depression,
and guilt. We had to acknowledge these feelings
before we could deal with them. I had to continue
to bring my pain before God, and over time He
flooded me with His healing love.

Fourth, focus on the heart—not the behaviour. I
found myself fixating on Emily’s bad choices and
dangerous behaviours, and she interpreted my
disapproval of her actions as condemnation. God
called me to let go of that anger and to focus on
His grace to transform her heart. We began to pray
less about her choices and more about her heart.



Fifth, remember that our kids are on God’s list.

God loves our kids more than we do. That’s why
we must lean on God and His grace. He constantly
draws our kids to Himself and will be with them
when we can’t. As we continue to love and pray for
our kids, we need to have faith that our child is
God’s work in progress.

God can change the hearts of our kids in an instant.
When Emily returned to intimacy with Jesus, she
wrote these powerful words, “I am paralyzed
by fear; I cannot fight back—it feels out of my
control—and then I feel a hand on my cheek. It
slowly turns my face away and back to Jesus. The
darkness melts away in an instant and once again
the peace returns—and I take a breath of freedom”

He seeks the lost,
brings back the

strayed, and binds
up the injured

Global Advance Fund Update

The Global Advance Fund (GAF) covers the costs of sending and supporting

international workers (IWs) overseas—salaries, benefits, and the costs associated

with ministry in various countries. Some is also designated to training IWs.

. Through the GAF, IWs take the Gospel to least-reached people groups, people who

may never have heard the name Jesus.
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Year to date (as of March 29, 2019)

Total 2019 Faith Goal

YTD Income
Excess/Shortfall

$15,232,852
$3,938,215*%
($11,294,637)

*25.85% of total 2018 Faith Goal



