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Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice

    and untie the cords of the yoke,

to set the oppressed free

    and break every yoke?

Is it not to share your food with the hungry

    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—

when you see the naked, to clothe them,

    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?...

...If you do away with the yoke of oppression,

    with the pointing finger and malicious talk,

and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry

    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,

then your light will rise in the darkness,

    and your night will become like the noonday.

The Lord will guide you always;

    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land

    and will strengthen your frame.

You will be like a well-watered garden,

    like a spring whose waters never fail.

Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins

    and will raise up the age-old foundations;

you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,

    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.

(Isaiah 58:6-7,10-12)

Introduction
A rich document called Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future: Summary of the Final 
Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) deepens our understanding 
of some of the heart cries of Canada’s Aboriginal population. Aboriginal history is exceptionally 
complex and cannot be summarized in a few pages. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
of Canada (TRC) has done an excellent job of contextualizing the 94 Calls to Actions in their 
final report, so we encourage you to visit the website link below to read the context of each call 
to action.1 

We are grateful to Tricia Maughan,2 who wrote the 
original prayer guide to coincide with the TRC’s 94 
Calls to Action, which inspired us to expand upon 
her work to develop this learning resource.  We 
also want to thank Serena Richardson, Justice and 
Compassion administrative assistant, for the endless 
hours she spent researching content and designing 
the layout for this resource. 

The pathway to healing and reconciliation will ultimately depend on faith and hope in action.  
It is our prayer that this guide will inform and challenge the reader to embrace humility, to 
identify with the suffering of others, and to be intentional in taking actions that honour the truth 
and reconcile the future. 

By His grace,

Joanne Beach,
Director of Alliance Justice and Compassion
The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada 

1 trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf  
2Tricia Maughan wrote the original prayer guide while living in Nanaimo, B.C., where she worked as a teacher, 
volunteered at an Aboriginal Centre, and ministered with her husband at the Nanaimo Alliance Church.

We extend our deepest 
appreciation to 

Larry Wilson, former 
Director of the First 

Nations Alliance 
Churches of Canada, 
who provided insight 
into the language and 

cultural nuances  
of these prayers.

http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf


Call to Action #48: Our Response...Honouring the truth,  
reconciling the future

Before we begin to pray, we must put into perspective 
that there are 634 First Nations in Canada, speaking 
more than 50 distinct languages, each Nation having 
its own unique cultural traditions, political structures, 
and economies. It is also important to comprehend the 
ongoing pain endured by many Aboriginals. 
For those who are not Aboriginal, it can be difficult 
to understand the significant impact Canada’s policies 
have had on generation after generation of Indigenous 
peoples. 
Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
of Canada, Justice Murray Sinclair, helps to put 
reconciliation into perspective in the following video:

What Is Reconciliation from TRC - CVR on Vimeo.

http://files.efc-canada.net/si/Indigenous/TRC48-EFC.pdf
http://files.efc-canada.net/si/Indigenous/TRC48-EFC.pdf
https://vimeo.com/25389165
https://vimeo.com/25389165
https://vimeo.com/user6187854
https://vimeo.com/
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Call to Prayer

Father God,
We ask, Lord, that when annual reports are published, 
that those who create them will have the best interest 
of the children at heart. We ask that they will have the 
integrity to be honest about what was done and what 
was left undone. We ask that these documents 
will be a useful tool to improve the welfare of 
Indigenous children in Canada. 

May we as a nation be gracious when new 
initiatives are introduced by organizations who 
are seeking to influence changes in process which 
will benefit Aboriginal children. May there be unity 
among the many levels of government. May there be 
clear communication based on mutual respect and 
understanding.

We call upon the federal government, 
in collaboration with the provinces and 
territories,  to prepare and publish annual 
reports on the number of Aboriginal 
children (First Nations, Inuit, and Métis) 
who are in care, compared with non-
Aboriginal children, as well as the reasons 
for apprehension, the total spending 
on preventive and care services by  
child-welfare agencies, and the effectiveness 
of various interventions.
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“Inuit man, Salomonie, working on a mode” (CC BY 2.0) by BiblioArchives / LibraryArchives

“Canadian Website Truth and Reconciliation” (CC BY 2.0) by Neeta Lind

Call to Prayer

We call upon You, our Father God,
The Lord who loves children, and teaches us to “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these” (Matthew 
19:14, ESV).

Children are important to You and are created in Your 
image, O God. 

We ask that You protect children, and in particular, the 
vulnerable ones in our communities. Please open our 
eyes to the distress many are in. Open our hearts to 
love them the way You love them. Give us courage to 
do something that will make a difference in the lives of 
children who are powerless to protect themselves. 

If we are not engaged and interacting with children in 
need, please show us how we can. May we as individuals, as 
families, and as the body of Christ intentionally love and  
advocate for the children. We also ask that You 
will give great wisdom and compassion 
to all levels of government as they make  
decisions regarding the welfare of our children.

BiblioArchives / LibraryArchives via Visualhunt.com / CC BY

We call upon the federal, provincial,  
territorial, and Aboriginal governments 
to commit to reducing the number of  
Aboriginal children in care by:

•	 Monitoring and assessing  
neglect investigations.

•	 Providing adequate resources to 
enable Aboriginal communities 
and child-welfare  organizations to 
keep Aboriginal families together 
where it is safe to do so, and to keep  
children  in culturally appropriate 
environments, regardless of where 
they reside.

•	 Ensuring that social workers and 
others who conduct child-welfare   
investigations are properly educated 
and trained  about the history and  
impacts of residential schools.

•	 Ensuring that social workers and 
others who conduct child-welfare   
investigations are properly educated 
and trained about the potential for 
Aboriginal communities and families  
to provide more appropriate  
solutions to family healing.

•	 Requiring that all child-welfare   
decision makers consider the impact 
of the residential school experience on  
children and their caregivers.

“There are 3 times as many 
Aboriginal children in child  

welfare care today than were in 
residential schools at their peak” 
(Blackstock, 2003).     READ MORE>>

1

“Better research and data  
are also required in order to  

monitor and develop strategies to 
reduce the overrepresentation of 

Aboriginal children in care.”
—Truth & Reconciliation  

Commission
READ MORE>>

READ MORE>>

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/14088594897/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/lac-bac/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/neeta_lind/4716349018/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/neeta_lind/
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/mat.19.14
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/mat.19.14
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/7342566364/
https://visualhunt.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://www.nccah-ccnsa.ca/docs/fact sheets/child and youth/NCCAH_fs_childhealth_EN.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.canadaspremiers.ca/phocadownload/publications/aboriginal_children_in_care_report_july2015.pdf
http://www.nccah-ccnsa.ca/docs/fact sheets/child and youth/NCCAH_fs_childhealth_EN.pdf
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Call to Prayer

3
We call upon all levels of government to 
fully implement Jordan’s Principle.*

Photo credit: musicanys via Visual Hunt / CC BY-NC

Father God,
We thank You that public healthcare is available in 
Canada. We ask that no child shall ever suffer because of 
confusion about healthcare funding. 

We ask that all levels of government will make decisions 
that promote the best interest of the child. We ask that 
families feel supported by the community as they journey 
with their child through their illness. May there be 
compassion and may the practical needs be met through 
both public and private funds. When opportunity arises,  
we ask that the church would respond with tangible 
expressions of love. 

*Jordan’s Principle is a child-first principle 
that is implemented when there are 
jurisdictional disputes as to who should 
pay for government services. Because of our 
different levels of government, sometimes 
it is not clear who should be paying and 
delay of years can occur. With this principle 
in place, the first approached level of 
government must pay and then argue about 
it later.

“Jordan, a First 
Nations child 
was born with 
complex 
medical needs 
and spent more 
than two years 
unnecessarily in 
hospital while provincial and federal 
governments argued over who should 
pay for his at home care. 
Jordan died in hospital 
at the age of five years old, 
never having spent a day
in his family home.”
 - First Nations Child & Family 
     Caring Society of Canada

READ MORE>>       
Artist Kenojuak and her two children exiting a tent, Cape Dorset, Nunavut.  
Photo Credit: Rosemary Gilliat Eaton / Library and Archives Canada / e010835920

We call upon the federal government 
to enact Aboriginal child-welfare  
legislation that establishes national 
standards for Aboriginal child 
apprehension and custody cases and 
includes principles that:
•	 Affirm the right of Aboriginal 

governments to establish and 
maintain their own child-welfare 
agencies.

•	 Require all child-welfare  agencies 
and courts to take the residential 
school legacy into account in their 
decision making.

•	 Establish, as an important priority, 
a requirement that placements of 
Aboriginal children  into temporary 
and permanent care be culturally 
appropriate.

Father God,
You are Father to the fatherless. We ask that Aboriginal 
people who are struggling to care for their children will 
be surrounded by those who will come alongside as 
supporters on the journey to becoming healthy and godly 
parents. We pray that You will help Aboriginal parents to 
love and nurture their children so they do not have to be 
removed from their homes. When necessary, we ask that 
others in the Aboriginal community will step forward to 
care for children who are neglected—particularly those 
within the child’s own community and nation.

https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle
https://www.flickr.com/photos/musicanys/9905381336/
https://visualhunt.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/results/arch.php?FormName=MIKAN+Items+Display&PageNum=1&SortSpec=score+desc&Lang=eng&QueryParser=lac_mikan&Sources=mikan&Archives=&SearchIn_1=names&SearchInText_1=%22%20Ashevak,%20Kenojuak,%201927-2013.%22&Operator_1=AND&SearchIn_2=&SearchInText_2=&Operator_2=AND&SearchIn_3=&SearchInText_3=&Media=&Level=&MaterialDateOperator=after&MaterialDate=&DigitalImages=&Source=&ResultCount=10&cainInd=
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/results/arch.php?FormName=MIKAN+Items+Display&PageNum=1&SortSpec=score+desc&Lang=eng&QueryParser=lac_mikan&Sources=mikan&Archives=&SearchIn_1=names&SearchInText_1=%22%20Gilliat%20Eaton,%20Rosemary,%201919-2004.%22&Operator_1=AND&SearchIn_2=&SearchInText_2=&Operator_2=AND&SearchIn_3=&SearchInText_3=&Media=&Level=&MaterialDateOperator=after&MaterialDate=&DigitalImages=&Source=&ResultCount=10&cainInd=
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayEcopies&lang=eng&rec_nbr=4731503&title=Artist+Kenojuak+and+her+two+children+exiting+a+tent%2C+Cape+Dorset%2C+Nunavut.+&ecopy=e010835920-v8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKErhCGjSDE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PvnAroiZuk
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Call to Prayer

We call upon the Government of Canada to 
repeal Section 43 of the Criminal Code of 
Canada.

“Section 43  
currently states:  

Every schoolteacher, 
parent, or person 

standing in the place 
of a parent is justified 
in using force by way 
of correction toward a 

pupil or child, as the case 
may be, who is under his 
care, if the force does not 
exceed what is reasonable 
under the circumstances.” 

“Gavel_image” (CC BY 2.0) by PRSA-NY

Father God,
This particular law in the criminal code is controversial 
in all circles of society. Please help us know what it is 
like to walk in the shoes of those who suffered abuse 
in the residential school system. While young, they 
suffered physical beatings that were excused in the 
name of correction and in the name of God. 

May we as followers of Christ never accept nor turn a 
blind eye to abuse. 

May we always demonstrate the compassion and grace 
that Christ demonstrated to us. 

May we as individuals and as the church have a 
reputation of being a safe place, where children are seen 
as image bearers of You, O God. 

Give all parents, teachers, and persons in authority 
the wisdom to offer correction in a healthy and  
God-honouring way.

Credit: “Cree students and teacher in class at Al” (CC BY 2.0) by BiblioArchives 

Call To 
Action 

“It’s sad, what has  
happened. We can’t erase  

the past, but we can help fix  
the damage that’s been done...It is 
going to be an emotional walk,  
but it will be a happy walk.”

READ MORE>>

We call upon the federal, provincial, 
territorial,  and Aboriginal governments to 
develop culturally appropriate parenting 
programs for Aboriginal families.

Father God,
There are many parents in Aboriginal communities who 
did not have good models of parenting because they were 
raised in an institution, the residential school, rather 
than in a home with a family. The legacy of parenting 
that is naturally passed down from mother to daughter 
and father to son was often disrupted. We ask that 
Aboriginal families who need support will receive it in 
order to become effective parents. 
For those in the Aboriginal community who are parenting 
well, encourage them to mentor other parents and young 
adults. May Aboriginal parents who are Christ followers 
look to You for wisdom as they raise their children. May 
those in their community see that godly parenting does 
exist within Aboriginal culture. For those of us who have 
judged, please forgive us and fill us with compassion as 
we interact with hurting families. 

5
Call To 
Action 

Mural: The Art of Parenting According to Old and New Wisdom by Aftab Erfan and members of the Gwa’sala -‘Nakwaxda’xw First Nations

“An Inuit woman and child giving each other a kunik”  
Photo Credit: Richard Harrington / Library and Archives Canada / R756-11-3-E 

“Every c
hild needs someone in his 

life who is cr
azy ab

out him...The task 
for 

the rest 
of soci

ety, th
e rest 

of us, 
is to 

ensure ev
ery yo

ung parent is sur
rounded 

by the support of 
people who love 

and 

care fo
r them as they love

 and care f
or 

their children.” 

(Messages 
From the Heart - C

aring fo
r our C

hildren)
 

WATCH VIDEO TO LEARN MORE>>

http://www.lop.parl.gc.ca/content/lop/researchpublications/prb0510-e.htm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/prsany/16666571547/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/prsany/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/14185268954/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/lac-bac/
http://panow.com/article/574677/residential-school-survivors-walk-allan-bird-center-la-ronge
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/rfabl_submissions/erfan_aftab.pdf
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/society-societe/rfabl_submissions/erfan_aftab.pdf
https://scarp.ubc.ca/people/aftab-erfan
http://www.gwanak.info/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Harrington_(photographer)
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/results/arch.php?FormName=MIKAN+Items+Display&PageNum=1&SortSpec=score+desc&Language=eng&QueryParser=lac_mikan&Sources=mikan&Archives=&SearchIn_1=&SearchInText_1=R756-11-3-E&Operator_1=AND&SearchIn_2=&SearchInText_2=&Operator_2=AND&SearchIn_3=&SearchInText_3=&Media=&Level=&MaterialDateOperator=after&MaterialDate=&DigitalImages=&Source=&ResultCount=10&cainInd=
https://vimeo.com/31062732
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“Aboriginal Skills Training for the Technology Sector” (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by BC Gov Photos

“One Aboriginal student standing in a classroom of seated students during the introductions of students, Hobbema.” 

Credit: Health and Welfare Canada / Library and Archives Canada  / 4322357  (Copyright: The Crown)
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Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal government 
to eliminate the discrepancy in federal 
education funding for First Nations 
children  being educated on reserves and 
those First Nations children  being educated 
off reserves.

Shannen’s Dream

“Aboriginal students with a dog on the steps of an Indian School near 
Woodstock, New Brunswick” (CC BY 2.0) by BiblioArchives / LibraryArchives

7
We call upon the federal government to 
develop with Aboriginal groups a joint 
strategy to eliminate educational and 
employment gaps between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal Canadians.

Father God,
As we seek to educate our children, may we remember 
that they are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 
139:14). May we remember that You have given people 
from all nations skills, talents, and interests. We ask 
that the graduation rate among Aboriginal teens will 
increase and reflect a healthy percentage of those who 
enroll in education. May we never think that low 
graduation rates are acceptable and are to be expected. 
Help us have high expectations for all students. 

We pray for expanded employment opportunities, 
and that employers will hire Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people without prejudice. Give companies, 
both big and small, the heart to hire Aboriginal 
people who are qualified for the job. We                
ask that You help our 
government develop strategies 
that close the education 
and employment gaps between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Canadians.

“A group of nuns with Aboriginal students.“ Credit: H.J. Woodside /  
Library and Archives Canada / PA-123707

 “Policy interventions that... 
not only help close the gap between 
Aboriginal peoples and the rest of 

Canadians but could also help wipe out 
poverty for Aboriginal peoples  

within our lifetime” 
(growing gap project)

READ MORE>>

Father God,
It is amazing to think that You created us in Your image; 
that all people, regardless of their history, are Your image 
bearers. We acknowledge that placing high and realistic 
expectations on a child is only good and beneficial if the 
support and resources are available. We ask Lord, that 
First Nations children will receive the education that 
they are entitled to, and that we, as Canadians, will take 
the education of all children seriously. 

We ask that You help us to raise awareness for, 
and promote the value of, students in First Nation 
communities. We ask that You would bless First Nation 
schools so they too will be funded the 
same as publicly-funded schools. 

We ask that they be provided the financial 
means to employ excellent teachers, to 
provide valuable learning tools, and to 
include programs in which students can 
explore diverse learning opportunities. 

Shannen Koostachin, a youth 
education advocate from of the 

Attawapiskat First Nation in 
Ontario, had a dream: safe and 
comfy schools and culturally 
based education for First Nations 

children and youth.
Many First Nations schools receive 

less funding per student than provincial 
and territorial schools, and zero dollars for 
things like libraries, computers, languages 
or extracurricular activities. Many also do 
not provide a safe and appropriate learning 
environment, and may pose serious health 
concerns, including mold contamination, 
high carbon dioxide levels, rodent 
infestations, sewage, and inadequate or 
lack of heating.
Shannen worked tirelessly to try to convince 
the federal government to give First Nations 
children a proper education. Unfortunately, 
she passed away in a car accident at the 
age of 15 before her dream could come 
true. But it did. On June 22, 2012—the 

day Shannen would 
have graduated—
construction started 
for a new school in 
Attawapiskat. The 
new school opened 
in August 2014  
(CBC).                                        

LEARN MORE>>

http://ywcacanada.ca/data/research_docs/00000121.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcgovphotos/25516694153/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/bcgovphotos/
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayItem&lang=eng&rec_nbr=4322357&rec_nbr_list=4322459,4322382,4322430,4322426,4322428,4322462,4322427,4322357,4322358,4322460
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/14096934129/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lac-bac/14096934129/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/lac-bac/
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.139.14.niv
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.139.14.niv
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-11-02T15%3A34%3A45Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=3193392&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng
http://ywcacanada.ca/data/research_docs/00000121.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4BFRSIcUi0
https://fncaringsociety.com/shannens-dream
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4BFRSIcUi0
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Father God,
We thank You for accountability and for grace. We ask 
that those who compile information and prepare reports 
remember that they are referencing real people and not 
just numbers. We ask that politics will not factor into 
the writing of these reports, but rather we ask that the 
motivating factor be based upon compassion coupled 
with the tenacity to see conditions improve for all 
people living in Canada. May we as Canadians treat 
one another respectfully in the same way we want our 
children to be treated. Help us as a society to read these 
documents seriously and to act upon them. Help us not 
to be stone throwers when we see areas of failure, but 
rather help us to be restorers. 

“Education is a treaty right, and we 
were supposed to all get [post secondary]
education, but because of the Indian Act 
and the implementation of the funding 

we’re under, it’s not possible.”
-Ivana Yellowback

     READ MORE>>

“Micmac Chief 45 Years Ago” (CC BY-SA 2.0) by archer10 (Dennis) 83M Views

Call to Prayer
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Call to Prayer

9

We call upon the federal government 
to prepare and publish annual reports 
comparing funding for the education of First 
Nations children  on and off reserves, as 
well as educational and income attainments 
of Aboriginal peoples in Canada compared 
with non- Aboriginal people.

“Tsuu T’ina children in traditional costume at a Stampede Parade” By Qyd, CC-BY-SA-3.0 

READ MORE >>  about federal government reporting

LEARN MORE >>  about treaty rights

We call on the federal government to draft 
new Aboriginal education legislation with 
the full participation and informed  consent 
of Aboriginal peoples. The new legislation 
would include a commitment to sufficient 
funding and would incorporate the 
following principles:

•	 Providing sufficient funding to close 
identified educational achievement gaps 
within one generation.

•	 Improving education attainment levels 
and success rates.

•	 Developing culturally appropriate 
curricula.

•	 Protecting the right to Aboriginal 
languages, including the teaching of 
Aboriginal languages as credit courses.

•	 Enabling parental and community 
responsibility, control, and 
accountability, similar to what parents 
enjoy in public school systems.

•	 Enabling parents to fully participate in 
the education of their children.

•	 Respecting and honouring Treaty 
relationships.

Father God,
We ask that You will provide the right people to 
accomplish the important work of creating new 
education legislation. Please provide creative, 
collaborative, compassionate, meticulous, and devoted 
educators to create high quality education reform that 
will close the educational achievement gaps in one 
generation. 

We ask that while creating the new legislation and 
developing the new curricula, all involved will have 
high goals and healthy expectations. Help them to 
communicate well with one another so that all groups 
of people will feel respected and useful. May excitement 
grow as each participant begins to recognize the 
significance of the task ahead of them. 

“Students of St. Anne’s Indian Residential School in Fort Albany, Ontario, circa 1945”  
From the Metatawabin collection at the University of Algoma.

“First Nations University” By Nadiatalent - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/debunking-the-myth-that-all-first-nations-people-receive-free-post-secondary-education-1.3414183
https://www.flickr.com/photos/archer10/3024835508/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/archer10/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ATsuu_Tsina_parade.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033601/1100100033605
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033601/1100100033605


http://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/education/8._2001_carr-stewart_treaty_right_to_education.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Students_of_Fort_Albany_Residential_School_in_class.JPG
http://archives.algomau.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Nations_University_of_Canada
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=26567518
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-11-02T16%3A38%3A56Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=2851185&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng
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http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-11-02T16%3A42%3A34Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=2851185&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-11-02T16%3A42%3A34Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=2851185&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-11-02T16%3A42%3A34Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=2851185&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-11-02T16%3A42%3A34Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=2851185&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-11-02T16%3A42%3A34Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=2851185&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng


Call To 
Action 

Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

Father God,
We thank You for the gift of intellect. 

We thank You for the many post-secondary 
institutions Canada is fortunate to have. 

There are many First Nation adults who desire 
to be trained in academics, professions, and the 
trades. We pray for justice when funding these 
students. 

Give the government wisdom as budgets are 
created. 

Help us as Canadians think of generous and 
creative avenues that will provide funding for 
students who need it. We ask that students will 
not be denied access to further education because 
of their ancestry. 
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Call to Prayer
Father God,
We thank You for the many excellent programs that are 
already in place for Aboriginal early childhood education. 
We ask that the children in these programs will enjoy 
learning and fully embrace the culture they have been 
born into. We thank You for the many early childhood 
educators who are often overworked and underpaid. We 
thank You for the love and enthusiasm they bring to 
the children and their families. We ask that You give 
these organizations, as well as the different levels 
of government, creative and sustainable strategies 
for funding. Please help these organizations and 
governments to collaborate and work together, 
rather than compete when developing culturally 
relevant programs for Aboriginal families. 

We call upon the federal, provincial, 
territorial,  and Aboriginal governments 
to develop culturally appropriate early 
childhood education programs for 
Aboriginal families.

“Aboriginal Communities PALS program in L” (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)) by BC Gov Photos 

“Madonna of the North” By Henry G. Kaiser (born 1864/6) [Public domain],     

  via Wikimedia Commons

We call upon the federal government 
to provide adequate funding to end 
the backlog of First Nations students  
seeking a post-secondary education. 
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“Protocol agreement strengthens collabora” (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by BC Gov Photos

“IMG_1554” (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by BC Gov Photos

“IMG_1553” (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) by BC Gov Photos

“Recognizing that increased  
post-secondary education by 

Aboriginal people results in better 
labour market and health outcomes for 

individuals and better community-
related outcomes will benefit all...”

READ MORE>>

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/bcgovphotos/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Madonna_of_the_North.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/bcgovphotos/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/bcgovphotos/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/bcgovphotos/
http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/aboriginal/docs/Aboriginal_Action_Plan.pdf


Call to Prayer

“Ethnomusicologist Frances Densmore recording Blackfoot chief Mountain  

  Chief (1916)” By Harris & Ewing [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

“In 1990 and 1991,  
the Assembly of First Nations 
conducted a survey on the 

state of First Nations languages 
on Canadian reservations. The 
results for aboriginal languages 

were alarming: the survey 
showed that out of roughly 53 
languages in Canada, 50 were 

becoming extinct.”

READ MORE>>

“Cultural genocide is  the  destruction  
of  those  structures  and  practices  
that  allow  the  group  to  continue 

as a group... Land is seized...
populations are forcibly transferred...
movement is restricted. Languages 

are banned... families  are  disrupted 
to prevent the transmission of 

cultural values and identity from one 
generation to the next...”

(T&R Final Report)

“When  John  Kistabish   
left  the  Amos,  Québec, school,  

he could no longer speak Algonquin, 
and his parents could not speak 
French,  the  language  that  he  

had  been  taught  in  the  school.  
As  a  result,  he  found  it  almost 

impossible to communicate  
with them about the abuse he 
experienced at the school.”  

(T&R Final Report, pg 85)

READ MORE>>
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13 Call To Action 
We call upon the federal government 
to acknowledge that Aboriginal rights 
include Aboriginal language rights.

“Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name,”

Thank You for creating so many different cultures and 
languages. You truly are a creative God. Thank You 
for giving us the gift of language, through which we 
can express ourselves in ways that are unique to our 
cultures. We acknowledge that Your revealed plan for 
reconciliation includes:

“. . . a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands” (Revelation 7:9, ESV)

With this kingdom picture in mind, we pray that the 
government will acknowledge that Aboriginal rights 
include Aboriginal language rights and therefore 
should be respected and taught accordingly. May these 
acknowledgements help all Canadians recognize the 
many unique First Nations rights, values, and cultures. 

We call upon the federal government to 
enact an Aboriginal Languages Act that 
incorporates the following principles:

•	 Aboriginal languages are 
a fundamental and valued 
element of Canadian culture and 
society, and there is an urgency 
to preserve them.

•	 Aboriginal language rights are 
reinforced by the Treaties.

•	 The federal government has 
a responsibility to provide 
sufficient funds for Aboriginal-
language revitalization and 
preservation.

•	 The preservation, revitalization, 
and strengthening of Aboriginal 
languages and cultures are best 
managed by Aboriginal people 
and communities.

•	 Funding for Aboriginal 
language initiatives must reflect 
the diversity of Aboriginal 
languages.

“Where as language  
is an integral part of culture and  
an essential tool of identification,  
cohesion, communication and  

creative expression... it is desirable to  
support aboriginal peoples and  
persons in Canada in preserving  
and revitalizing their languages  
as living languages”  (Bill S-212)

READ MORE>>

Father God,
We thank you for the diversity of languages in the 
world. We thank you for the people, particularly 
the elderly, who are the keepers of language. We 
ask that you give those who speak Aboriginal 
languages the ability to teach these languages 
to the next generation. May they have the 
resources needed for these languages to either 
become or remain viable in their communities. 
Please give the government and people in 
leadership wisdom and creativity to support 
the revitalization of Aboriginal languages. May 
we see how strengthening languages increases 
academic success and how academic success 
leads to more job opportunities. Help us see that 
Aboriginal languages are a valued element of 
not only Aboriginal culture, but also Canadian 
culture.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AFrances_Densmore_recording_Mountain_Chief2.jpg
https://slmc.uottawa.ca/?q=native_peoples_languages
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%207:9&version=ESV
http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?Language=E&Mode=1&DocId=8064057
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This  has  contributed   
significantly  to  the  fragile   
state of Aboriginal languages 

in Canada today.”
(T&R Final Report, pg 154 )

READ MORE>>

“The fragile state  
of Indigenous  

languages in  
Canada is a  

result of  
historical  
laws and  
policies  
designed  
to rid  
Canada  
of distinct 
Indigenous 
cultures.                                                              

                   
             ” 
-Valerie Galley, 

Nipising First 
Nations     

  READ MORE>>
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We call upon post-secondary 
institutions to create university 
and college degree and diploma 
programs in Aboriginal languages.

Father God,
As post-secondary institutions investigate the viability of 
offering degrees and diplomas in Aboriginal languages, 
we ask that You will give them wisdom to know how to 
make these programs available and accessible. We pray 
that as Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people study these 
languages they will see the beauty of the language and the 
culture it represents. May these languages become more 
common so that a greater understanding of cultures will 
occur. 

Call to Prayer

“The Haida language  

is currently listed as critically  

endangered on UNESCO’s Atlas of the 

World’s Languages. This statistic may  

change however since Haida elders of Haida 

Gwaii in BC are using current technology 

to keep their language alive. They have 

endeavored to pass on their knowledge to 

future generations with the help of  

“FirstVoices” to record and preserve 

their Language within the Skidegate  

Haida Language app.” 

READ MORE>>

If you are interested in reading 
more about Aboriginal Languages 

in Canada, you may find the 
following links helpful:

•	 Statistics Canada Census 2011

•	 Historic Canada: Indigenous  
Languages in Canada
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We pray that Aboriginal languages will once again become 
a vibrant part of every Indigenous community. We ask that 
the federal government and Aboriginal groups will work 
together in promoting these languages. May adequate 
funding be made available to re-established the language of 
every First Nation. 

We call upon the federal government to appoint, 
in consultation with Aboriginal groups, an 
Aboriginal Languages Commissioner. The 
commissioner should help promote Aboriginal 
languages and report on the adequacy of federal 
funding of Aboriginal-languages initiatives.

“Some Survivors refused  
to teach their own children their 
Aboriginal languages and cultures  

because  of  the  negative  stigma that  
had  come  to  be  associated  with  
them during  their school  years. 

  

http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/june-2016/revitalizing-indigenous-languages-is-key-to-reconciliation/
http://www.unesco.org/languages-atlas/index.php?hl=en&page=atlasmap
http://www.unesco.org/languages-atlas/index.php?hl=en&page=atlasmap
http://www.firstvoices.com/en/apps
http://globalnews.ca/news/2720377/how-the-haida-are-using-technology-to-keep-their-language-alive/
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/as-sa/98-314-x/98-314-x2011003_3-eng.cfm
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-people-languages/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-people-languages/


Call To 
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Call To Action 

Father God, 
We lament the fact that the residential school system did 
not respect the significance of a person’s name. We see 
throughout Scripture that a person’s name signifies their 
identity, worth, character, reputation, authority, will, 
and ownership; and we learn that names are significant to 
You.  Please forgive the ignorance that contributed to the 
pain and oppression of Aboriginal peoples.

As Aboriginal people return to their original names and 
set out to claim their identity, may they also experience 
Your love and acceptance of them. Help them understand 
that You love them and their name. May those in Canada 
who are not Aboriginal take the time and effort to learn 
how to say the names and spell the names of those we 
encounter and know. Through the use of their original 
names, may they feel honoured. 

Call to Prayer

“Sahai  a 
May Talbot  

went without a 
 birth certificate for 
over a year due to  
the Government  
of the Northwest 
Territories being  
unable to register  
a surname that is  

not written entirely  
in the Roman  

alphabet.”
READ MORE>>

By Neg. No. PA 17947 (National Archives of Canada.) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

“Thomas Moore, before and after his entrance into the Regina Indian Residential School in 
Saskatcehwan in 1874.“ Library and Archives Canada / NL-022474

We call upon all 
levels of government 
to enable residential 
school Survivors and 

their families to reclaim names changed by 
the residential school system by waiving 
administrative costs for a period of five 
years for the name-change process and 
the revision of official identity documents, 
such as birth certificates,  passports, 
driver’s licenses, health cards, status cards, 
and social insurance numbers. 

The symbol in Sahai  a’s name is the glottal 
stop, an important one in Chipewyan 
that signifies both pronunciation and 
meaning. If the glottal stop were replaced 
with a different character, Sahai a’s name 
would both sound and mean something 
completely different.
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We call upon the federal, provincial, 
territorial, and Aboriginal governments 
to acknowledge that the current state of 
Aboriginal health in Canada is a direct 
result of previous Canadian government 
policies, including residential schools, 
and to recognize and implement the  

health-care rights of 
Aboriginal people 
as identified in 
international law, 
constitutional law, 
and under  the 
Treaties. 

Father God,
We know Your heart for the oppressed (Isaiah 1:17), 
and we are deeply grieved that many First Nations 
health issues are a result of unjust policies thrust upon 
Aboriginal peoples. We are thankful that You know each 
person by name, and that You have intimately created 
each person and take delight in us on an individual level 
(Psalm 139). 

We ask that those in authority will have the humility to 
admit the wrongs that have been done today and in the 
past. We ask that policymakers will not only recognize 
health care rights as prescribed in international law, 
constitutional law, and under Treaties, but also that 
decisions will be made with compassion and love. May 
Canada be known globally as a nation of people who 
collectively care for all those who live in this land. 

“Qulliq – lit to celebrate the creation of Nunavut Territory on April 1, 1999 “  

By Ansgar Walk [CC BY-SA 2.5], via Wikimedia Commons

Call to Prayer

“Indigenous peoples have the right:
 ...to [equally obtain] the  highest attainable   
standard  of  physical  and  mental  health.
...to be actively involved in developing, 

determining, and administering health programs 
that affect them.

...to traditional medicines and to maintain  
their traditional health practices.”

- The  United  Nations  Declaration   
on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  

(Articles 22, 23, 24)
			   READ MORE>>

We know that You are aware of every statistic,  
and we sense that when You see such high levels 
of health issues occurring among a specific 
people group, and in particular suicides, it 
must make You weep. 
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/nwt-aboriginal-font-official-id-1.3630353
https://www.historicacanada.ca/sites/default/files/PDF/ResidentialSchools_English.pdf
https://www.historicacanada.ca/sites/default/files/PDF/ResidentialSchools_English.pdf
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/isa.1.17.niv
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/psa.139
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/90/Qulliq_1999-04-01.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/ca/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AQulliq_1999-04-01.jpg
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
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Call To 
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Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal government, in 
consultation with Aboriginal peoples, 
to establish measurable goals to identify 
and close the gaps in health outcomes 
between  Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
communities, and to publish annual 
progress reports and assess long- term 
trends. Such efforts would focus on 
indicators such as: infant mortality, 
maternal health, suicide, mental health, 
addictions, life expectancy, birth rates, 
infant and child health issues, chronic 
diseases, illness and injury incidence, 
and the availability of appropriate health 
services. 

Father God,
We are disheartened that many Aboriginal people in Canada 
are living in deplorable conditions. Please forgive us for 
taking pride in our high rank of “most livable” place to live, 
while ignoring the situation of many Aboriginal people. We 
ask that this health gap will disappear. We ask that those in 
health leadership will develop measurable goals, so we will 
know where success is happening and where more work is 
needed. We ask that the underlying issues that are causing 
these significant health issues will be addressed. 

 For those in Your Church who are in the medical field, we 
pray that they will model the compassion of Jesus towards 

those who need healing, and that perseverance 
to help all of their patients will follow. 

May trust build between the Aboriginal 
community and the medical community. 

May there be a healthy and mutual 
respect for best practices of both 
traditional and Western medicine. 

“Life expectancy 

for both
 

Aboriginal men and 

women is approximately 

5-10 years lo
wer than 

general population.” 

-  Ann C. Macaulay,
  

CM MD FCFP

 (College of
 Family 

Physicians Journal 

Article)

READ 
MORE>>

“For Aboriginal populations: 
Heart disease is 1.5 times higher 
Type 2 Diabetes is 3- 5 times higher 
Tuberculosis is 8-10 times higher”
                               

			    READ MORE>>

By Kazadams (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0] via Wikimedia Commons
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“Inuit women at Nain, Newfoundland and Labrador “ by Ansgar Walk [CC BY 2.5] 

In order to address the jurisdictional 
disputes concerning Aboriginal people 
who do not reside on reserves, we call 
upon the federal government to recognize, 
respect, and address the distinct health 
needs of the Metis, Inuit, and off-reserve 
Aboriginal peoples.  

Father God, 
We desire that all people living in Canada will receive 
healthcare in an equitable way. We pray that no one 
will suffer due to disputes over whose responsibility it 
is to pay the bill. May all levels of government have 
the patients’ needs as a priority.  Please give wisdom 
to the policymakers, as they have not only a fiscal 
responsibility but also a moral responsibility to meet 
the health needs of all living in Canada. 

Call to Prayer

19

“HC employees must 
 come from a sincere place 
in order to be in a position 
of assisting communities... 

to understand what they’ve 
gone through and why 

many come from a place of 
hopelessness”

(First Nations and Inuit
Health Strategic Plan)

READ MORE>>

http://www.cfp.ca/content/55/4/334
http://www.cfp.ca/content/55/4/334
http://cahr.uvic.ca/nearbc/documents/2009/CAHR-B2-Chronic-Disease.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/78/Aboriginal_Hospital_Liaison_Officer.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AAboriginal_Hospital_Liaison_Officer.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Femmes_Nain.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/ca/
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fniah-spnia/alt_formats/pdf/pubs/strat-plan-2012/strat-plan-2012-eng.pdf
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LEARN MORE>>
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Call to Prayer

Student assists nurse in caring for sick boy, Edmonton Indian Residential School, circa 1930.

“Aboriginal Traditional Knowledge Trail” [CC BY 2.0] by MSVG

Call To 
Action 

We call upon the federal government to 
provide sustainable funding for existing 
and new Aboriginal healing centres to 
address the physical, mental, emotional, 
and spiritual harms caused by residential 
schools, and to ensure that the funding 
of healing centres in Nunavut and the 
Northwest Territories
is a priority. 

Jehovah Rapha (God, our healer),

We praise You that You are the Great Healer and 
wholeness comes from You (Psalm 103:2-5).

 We ask that You will heal Aboriginal people who suffer 
from physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual harms. 
We as the Church repent for using Your name to harm 
so many generations instead of bringing Your message 
of hope and healing (Matthew 9:35). May You be known 
for healing and wholeness within the world, rather than 
being blamed for abuses that You do not stand for and 
have not condoned (Psalm 146:7-9).  For those who 
need healing, we pray they will know You love them 
and are made in Your image.   

Call To Action 
Let all that 

I am praise the Lord;
may I never forget the 

good things he does for me.
He forgives all my sins and 

heals all my diseases.
He redeems me from death
and crowns me with love 

and tender mercies.
He fills my life with  

good things...

...My youth is renewed  
like the eagle’s!

Psalm 103:2–5
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“TeePee” [CC BY-ND 2.0] by michael_swan

We call upon those who can effect change 
within the Canadian health-care system to 
recognize the value of Aboriginal healing 
practices and use them in the treatment 
of Aboriginal patients in collaboration 
with Aboriginal healers and Elders where 
requested by Aboriginal patients.

Father God,
We praise You that You are the Great Healer. We thank 
You that we are blessed with an excellent healthcare 
system, yet we recognize that health needs of many 
Aboriginal people have not been met as effectively as they 
should have due to racism or cultural misunderstanding.
For those needs that have not been met due to pride in 
Western medicine, we ask for humility to learn from 
other traditions. We ask for wisdom to include healing 
practices that honour You, Lord, our Creator, the One 
who provides us with both natural and scientifically 
developed medicines and methods. 
We ask that the health care system will support and 
implement preventative healthcare measures rather than 
simply treating illnesses that are already present. May 
the people who work in our healthcare system reflect 
Your hospitality by recognizing the differing needs of 
diverse cultures and to welcome all who need healing.

“The philosophical foundation of  
traditional knowledge revolves around 
a holistic model that recognizes the 

intimate interconnectedness  
between the person, the food they eat, 
 their environment, health and healing, 

and the impact of lifestyle choices.”

READ MORE>>

http://www.fnha.ca/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/msvg/4532749718/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/msvg/
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/psa.103.2-5.nlt
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/Mat.9.35.nlt
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/Psa.146.7
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mmmswan/7330661970/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/mmmswan/
http://www.naho.ca/blog/2011/07/25/holistic-health-and-traditional-knowledge/
http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/podcasts/unreserved_20161113_76862.mp3
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/current-affairs-information/unreserved/index.html
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“Leading the Way - Dr. James Makokis” (CC BY-ND 2.0) by Government of Alberta

Call to Prayer
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Call to  
Prayer

LEARN MORE>>

Health and Health 
Care Implications 

of Systemic 
Racism on 

Indigenous Peoples 
in Canada
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We call upon all levels of government to: 

•	 Increase the number of Aboriginal 
professionals working in the  
health-care field. 

•	 Ensure the retention of Aboriginal 
health-care providers in Aboriginal 
communities. 

•	 Provide cultural competency 
training for all health-care 
professionals.

Father God,
We are reminded today through the suffering of Aboriginal 
peoples that poverty and the absence of educational 
resources can impact a society. 

We ask that you will give Aboriginal students the courage, 
resources, and community support needed to pursue 
education in healthcare. We ask that universities will think 
of creative and hospitable ventures that will encourage 
students and their families to take on such a challenge. 

We pray that medical professionals will demonstrate a 
respectful understanding of Aboriginal cultural traditions.

 “Systemic racism  
has been identified as a 
major barrier to positive 

relationships between physicians 
and Indigenous patients and 
the best care of Indigenous 

peoples.”

LEARN MORE>>

“Dr. Darlene Kitty” (CC BY-NC 2.0) by creehealth

 
“Culturally competent  

health care providers are more 
likely to recognize the effects 

of history on Aboriginal people 
and to adapt the way care is 
provided to more effectively 

meet their patients’  
distinct needs.”

READ MORE>>

We call upon medical and nursing schools 
in Canada to require all students to take 
a course dealing with Aboriginal health 
issues, including the history and legacy 
of residential schools, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, 
and Indigenous teachings and practices.  
This will require skills-based training 
in intercultural competency, conflict 
resolution, human rights and anti-racism.

Father God,
As students take courses related to 
Aboriginal health issues, the history and 
legacy of residential schools, and look at 
treaties, Aboriginal rights, teachings, 
and practices, we ask that they will have 
a deep respect and love for Aboriginal 
peoples. 

We ask that the courses will be developed in a way that will 
truly help the students become healthcare workers who 
demonstrate cultural sensitivity, resolve conflict, and uphold 
human rights and dignities. May it be an opportunity where 
Aboriginal students can share their culture and experiences 
with their classmates so that mutual respect and collegiality 
will develop. 

“Brian Sinclair,  
a 45-year-old  

double amputee, died  
during 34-hour wait  

at Health Sciences Centre.
He was assumed to be  

‘sleeping it off’ after vomiting.”

-Chinta Puxley  
(The Canadian Press)

READ MORE>>

https://www.flickr.com/photos/governmentofalberta/14441845190/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/governmentofalberta/
http://www.cfpc.ca/uploadedFiles/Resources/_PDFs/SystemicRacism_ENG.pdf
http://www.cfpc.ca/uploadedFiles/Resources/_PDFs/SystemicRacism_ENG.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/creepublichealth/15049535656/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/creepublichealth/
http://www.healthcouncilcanada.ca/n3w11n3/Aboriginal_Report_EN_web_final.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/brian-sinclair-inquest-er-layouts-1.3423808
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Call to Prayer

Students from Cross Lake with Rev. George Denyes, c. 1920. UCCA, 93.049P/1268N.

“Charles Clyne ran away from 

the residence after a staff 

member punished him for 

wetting his bed and for allegedly 

stealing clothing. Clyne spent 

the night in a cabin in the bush 

with the result that both his feet 

froze and he was permanently 

disabled. During the subsequent 

investigation, Lousley admitted 

to having thrashed the boy 

himself many times—more 

than any other student. Lousley 

contended that Clyne ‘deserved 

all he received as he was the 

very worst pupil in the school.’ ”

25
We call upon the federal government to 
establish a written policy that reaffirms 
the independence of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police to investigate crimes in 
which the government has its own interest 
as a potential or real party in civil litigation.

Father God,
You are a God of justice. We thank You that RCMP 
officers are willing to stand up for the rights and lawful 
protection of Aboriginal peoples; however, we recognize 
that trust for the police, the RCMP in particular, has 
been broken for many Aboriginal people in Canada. 

We thank You for the many dedicated and compassionate 
police officers within our nation, and we ask that You 
will encourage them and protect them from dangers they 
walk into daily. We ask that there will be independence 
between the RCMP and the Government of Canada. We 
ask for high integrity within the police and government 
ranks so that Aboriginal Canadians will be confident 
that they are protected and that investigations are fair.Return to the Healing Circle

Former students  
of the Kuper Island Indian 

Residential School, whose minds, 
bodies, and spirits bear the scars of 

systematic abuse, speak out  
in an effort to end the  

code of silence.

<<WATCH VIDEO

“In late 1994, the rcmp established a 
task force to investigate allegations of 
abuse in British Columbia residential 
schools. There is evidence, however, 
that rcmp investigations into abuse 
were adversely influenced by the 
federal government’s strategic 
interests in defending itself in the 
many civil lawsuits commenced by 
former students. 

For example, the 
government demanded 
that the rcmp hand 
over its investigation 
files related to abuse at 
the Kuper Island school. 
Despite some initial objections, the 
rcmp eventually did turn over the 
files.118 This was done without due 
regard for the privacy rights of the 
complainants in the case, and, in effect, 
gave the government an advantage in 
defending itself.”

READ MORE>>

We call upon the federal, provincial, and 
territorial governments to review and amend 
their respective statutes of limitations to 
ensure that they conform to the principle that 
government and other entities cannot rely on 
limitation defences to defend legal actions 
of historical abuse brought by Aboriginal 
people. 

Father God,
Our desire is for Canada to be a just nation for all who 
live here. We recognize that laws are often in place 
to protect the defendant, which often creates a more 
just system; however, at times, when the defendant is 
one with power, statute of limitation actually creates 
victimization. Please give lawmakers great wisdom as 
they go through the process of assessing whether this 
law needs to be changed, and then give them clear 
understanding on how to change it to create a better 
chance for justice to occur. We ask, Lord, that if the law 
is not changed, that institutions with power will not 
invoke statute of limitation but rather to use the law in 
the spirit that it is intended. 

“In its 2000 report on  
responding to child abuse in  

institutions, the Law Commission of 
Canada recommended that the federal 
government should not rely solely on 

statute of limitation defences.”   
 LEARN MORE>>

“Nevertheless, the Government of Canada 
and the churches have frequently and 
successfully raised these defences in 

residential school litigation.”

READ MORE>>

https://vimeo.com/50154878
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.attorneygeneral.jus.gov.on.ca/inquiries/cornwall/en/hearings/exhibits/Peter_Jaffe/pdf/Restoring_Dignity.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
$$$/Dialog/Behaviors/GoToView/DefaultURL
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We call upon law schools in Canada 
to require all law students to take a 
course in Aboriginal people and the law, 

which includes the history and legacy 
of residential schools, the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and 
Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, 
and Aboriginal-Crown relations. 

This will require skills-based 
training in intercultural competency, 
conflict resolution, human rights, and  
anti-racism.

Father God,
As students take courses related to Aboriginal legal 

issues, the history and legacy of residential schools, 

and look at treaties, Aboriginal rights, teachings and 

practices, we ask that they will develop a deep respect and 

love for Aboriginal Peoples. May it be an opportunity 

where Aboriginal students can share their culture and 

experiences with their classmates so that mutual respect 

and collegiality will develop. 

27

We call upon the Federation of Law Societies 
of Canada to ensure that lawyers receive 
appropriate cultural competency training, 
which includes the history and legacy of 
residential schools, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, 
Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-Crown 
relations. This will require skills-based 
training in intercultural competency, 
conflict resolution, human rights, and  
anti-racism.

Father God,
We give thanks that The Federation of Law Societies of 
Canada has committed to an effective response to TRC 
Report. 

We pray that lawyers in this nation will ensure a safe 
environment for Aboriginal people seeking justice. May 
all lawyers understand the culture of the people they are 
representing and be sensitive to painful memories many 
of their Aboriginal clients are carrying. We ask that those 
in the legal profession will approach their work justly for  
the individual or group they are representing. 

The Significance of the Tsilhqot’in Decision

“The release of 
the Tsilhqot’in decision on June 

26, 2014 marked the beginning of the post-

denial period of Indigenous rights. Like any new 

day, promise and hope abounds. What the future 

will bring is up to all Canadians, Indigenous and  

non-Indigenous alike. But first, it is tim
e to  

take stock o
f what Tsilhqot’in means.”

					     READ MORE>>

“Supreme Court of Canada” (CC BY 2.0) by jordanschulz

“Most First Nations 
caught in a duty-to-consult 
house of mirrors have

little recourse. They lack the  
resources to take governments to  

court. Those that manage to muster  
a legal challenge often face another  
obstacle— judges with a restricted  
view of government’s obligations  

to consult and accommodate      
First Nations.”

READ MORE>>

“The Supreme Court of  
Canada has recognized the need to  

interpret the treaties in light of what was 
said before they were signed. ‘The treaties, as 
written documents, recorded an agreement 

that had already been reached orally and they 
did not always record the full extent of the oral 

agreement,’ reads the Badger judgment,  
handed down in 1996.”

(CBC News Canada)
READ MORE>>

First Nations 

Treaty 

Agreements

LEARN MORE>>

http://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/database/files/library/First_Peoples_Law_2014(1).pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jordanschulz/8918746122/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/jordanschulz/
http://docs.flsc.ca/TRC-March-2016.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/treaties-from-1760-1923-two-sides-to-the-story-1.1081839
https://canadianhistoryworkshop.wordpress.com/treaties/
http://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/database/files/library/First_Peoples_Law_2014(1).pdf
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We call upon the parties and, in particular, 
the federal government to work 
collaboratively with plaintiffs not included 
in the Indian Residential Schools Settlement 
Agreement to have disputed legal issues 
determined expeditiously on an agreed set 
of facts. 

Father God,
We pray that individuals not included in the Indian 
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement will have 
their lawsuits heard and receive justice. Move the 
hearts of federal government personnel, who have the 
power to do so, to initiate action on behalf of and for the 
benefit of those who have been excluded. 

Call to Prayer

“In the 1990s  
thousands of civil 

lawsuits were being  
brought forward in the  

courts in relation to Residential  
Schools. These individual lawsuits were 

brought together into class actions and the 
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement 
refers to the people in these class actions.  
However, not all Survivors were included.  
Day school students, many Metis students, 

and students from Newfoundland and 
Labrador were excluded.  Therefore these 
people are bringing forward individual  

civil lawsuits, hoping to be heard  
and to receive justice.”

(TRC Summary Report, pg 215-217)

READ MORE>>

“Papaschase First Nation” (CC BY-SA 2.0) by Kurayba

“Class of Mi’kmaq girls at the Shubenac” (CC BY 2.0) by BiblioArchives / LibraryArchives

Call to Prayer

We call upon federal, provincial, and 
territorial governments to commit to 
eliminating the overrepresentation 
of Aboriginal people in custody over 
the next decade and to issue detailed 
annual reports that monitor and 
evaluate progress in doing so. 

Father God,
We confess it is easy to shrug our shoulders and assume 
that justice is occurring when we read statistics such 
as these, and assume laws have been broken so they are 
suffering the consequence. Please open our eyes and cause 
us to question why Aboriginal people are overrepresented 
in our prisons. 

Give us a heart of compassion for those incarcerated and 
for their families. May Your Spirit move individuals and 
the Church to love and support Aboriginal people so that 
the few who are inclined to do evil will choose right. 

We ask that all levels of government take the time to 
put effort into looking at the complex reasons for this 
overrepresentation and take action to make a significant 
difference. 

Aboriginal women  
represent 33.6%  

of all federally sentenced  
women in Canada. 

The high rate of  
incarceration  

for Aboriginal peoples has been  
linked to systemic 

discrimination  
and attitudes based on  
racial or cultural  

prejudice,  
as well as economic and social 

disadvantage, substance abuse and 
intergenerational loss, violence  

and trauma.

(Office of the Correctional 
Investigator)

READ MORE>>

Th
is 

w
or

k,
 “

Sy
st

em
ic

 R
ac

ism
” 

is 
a 

de
riv

at
iv

e 
of

 “
It’

s a
ll 

ab
ou

t C
U

LT
U

R
E”

 (C
C

 B
Y

-N
C

 2
.0

) b
y 

ra
ym

on
dc

la
rk

ei
m

ag
es

Aboriginal people  
make up about  

4%  
  of the Canadian population... 

YET... 23.2%  

of the federal inmate 
population is  

Aboriginal

http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kurt-b/7613162304/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/kurt-b/
http://www.oci-bec.gc.ca/cnt/rpt/oth-aut/oth-aut20121022info-eng.aspx
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“Justice Murray Sinclair” by Thompson Rivers, used under [CC BY-
NC-SA 2.0] / cropped, horizontal flip from original
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Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal, provincial, 
and territorial governments to provide 
sufficient and stable funding to implement 
and evaluate community sanctions that 
will provide realistic alternatives to 
imprisonment for Aboriginal offenders 
and respond to the underlying causes of 
offending.  

Father God,
We pray that all levels of government will 
creatively and compassionately implement 
community sanctions that will allow for the goal 
of restoration to occur. We ask that Aboriginal 
communities will be strengthened in order to 
prevent such a high rate of imprisonment and that 
those who are imprisoned will have opportunity 
to experience programs focused on restorative 
justice. We ask for humility in the decision-makers, 
so that they will be willing to view justice from 
another perspective and recognize that Aboriginal 
cultures have important contributions to make in 
this conversation. Ultimately, Lord, we ask that 
justice in our penal system will reflect Your heart.

“It should not be  
surprising that those  

who were sexually abused  
in the schools as children  
sometimes perpetuated  

sexual violence later in their lives. 
“Restorative Justice” by Obert Madondo used under [CC BY-NC-SA 2.0]/
cropped from iorignal

“Canada’s desire is for offenders to be 
rehabilitated and safely reintegrated into 

the community.”

(Public Safety Canada, Aboriginal 
Community Corrections Initiative )

READ MORE>>

It should not be surprising  
that those who were exposed to 
poor education and to spiritual 
and cultural abuse in the schools 

later turned to alcohol and  
drugs as a means to cope and try  

to forget. The consequences  
for many students and  

      their families were tragic.”
(TRC Summary Report,  
         pg 215-217) 

       READ MORE>>

It should not be surprising  
that those who were taken from  

their parents and exposed  
to harsh and regimented  
discipline in the schools  
and disparagement of  

their culture and families often 
became poor and sometimes violent 

parents later in their lives. Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal government to 
amend the Criminal Code to allow trial 
judges, upon giving reasons, to depart 
from mandatory minimum sentences 
and restrictions on the use of conditional 
sentences.  

Father God,
We are thankful for Canada’s clearly articulated legal 
system and for lawyers and judges who are conscientious. 
Thank you for the thorough training and experience 
judges have. We pray that judges will be given the leeway 
needed in order to make ethical, just, and compassionate 
decisions that are best for the community and the 
individual. Please give them wisdom, so that offenders 
who are more vulnerable will be treated equitably.

“It often appears that judges do not feel they 
are confronted with a continuum of sentencing 
options, but, rather, a dichotomy: incarceration, 

which is viewed in some ways as a ‘real’ 
sentence, or some form of community sanction, 

which is viewed as a form of ‘leniency’.”

(The Aboriginal Justice Implementation Commission)
READ MORE>>

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thompsonrivers/21874274779/
https://www.flickr.com/people/thompsonrivers/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/12973569@N04/15669730154/
https://www.flickr.com/people/12973569@N04/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/crrctns/cmmnt-crrctns-nttv-eng.aspx
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.ajic.mb.ca/volumel/chapter10.html
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We call upon the federal, 
provincial, and territorial 
governments to recognize as a high 
priority the need to address and 
prevent Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD), and to develop, 
in collaboration with Aboriginal 
people, FASD preventive programs 
that can be delivered in a culturally 
appropriate manner.  

Father God,
We acknowledge, Lord, that You love and nurture a 
baby’s growth in the mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13). 
We pray that You will protect babies by impressing 
upon the mother the importance of not consuming 
alcohol while pregnant. We ask that all levels of 
government, in collaboration with Aboriginal people, 
will create programs to prevent FASD and to support 
those who suffer from it. By Your Spirit, motivate the 
Body of Christ to support local community initiatives 
like these.  

33
“Many children in Canada  

suffer from Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
Disorder (FASD). These children have 

“memory impairments, problems with 
judgment and abstract reasoning, and 

poor adaptive functioning.” Although these 
children make up 1% of the population, they 
make up 15-20% of the prison population.”

(TRC Summary Report, pg 174)

 READ MORE>>

Dr. Michelle Stewart, BA, MA, PhD
Dr. Michelle Stewart is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Justice Studies at the University of Regina. 
She is an applied anthropologist with research that focuses 
on complex needs in the justice system in Canada.

Call to Prayer

“Many justice professionals  
have deemed the lack of alternatives to 

incarceration inappropriate. Availability of 
programs that are FASD-friendly is limited.”

(Dr. Michelle Stewart, Environmental Scan:  
FASD & The Justice System in Canada)

READ MORE>>

Shushwap Powow - British Columbia 

Call to Prayer

We call upon the government of Canada, 
the provinces, and territories to undertake 
reforms to the criminal justice system to 
better address the needs of offenders with 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 
including: 

•	 Providing increased community 
resources and powers for courts 
to ensure that FASD is properly 
diagnosed, and that appropriate 
community supports are in place for 
those with FASD. 

•	 Enacting statutory exemptions from 
mandatory minimum sentences of 
imprisonment for offenders affected 
by FASD. 

•	 Providing community, correctional, 
and parole resources to maximize the 
ability of people with FASD to live in 
the community. 

•	 Adopting appropriate evaluation 
mechanisms to measure the 
effectiveness of such programs and 
ensure community safety. 

Father God,
Help us see children with FASD with your eyes and 
to love them as You love them. Please give all levels of 
government the wisdom needed to best support people 
with FASD. Please give the community and the courts 
wisdom to know how to best serve justice to people who 
have FASD and have committed crimes. May the Body 
of Christ offer compassion so that people with FASD and 
their families will feel Your love and acceptance. 

“Looking Unto Jesus.” A class in penmanship at the Red Deer Indian Industrial School,
Red Deer, Alberta, ca. 1914-1999. United Church of Canada, Victoria University Archives, 93.049P/850N

“The research shows that  
‘tough on crime’ measures, such as  

mandatory minimum sentencing, do not  
achieve their stated objectives. They have no  
demonstrable effect on deterring criminal  

conduct, and to the contrary, may increase  
the likelihood of recidivism. 

Mandatory minimum sentences also have a  
disproportionately negative affect on certain  
individuals, such as those living with drug  

dependence, Indigenous peoples, and  
the mentally ill.”                     

LEARN MORE>>

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/hp-ps/dca-dea/prog-ini/fasd-etcaf/index-eng.php
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/hp-ps/dca-dea/prog-ini/fasd-etcaf/index-eng.php
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/Psa.139.13
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://fasdresearchproject.com/resources/
https://bccla.org/our_work/more-than-we-can-afford-the-costs-of-mandatory-minimum-sentencing/
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Howard Sapers - Correctional Investigator of Canada.

“CCRA SECTION 81  
Healing Lodges do not exist  

outside the Prairie and Quebec Regions,  
although there is a clear indication that  

there is a need for, and capacity to fill, Healing  
Lodges in the Pacific, Ontario and Atlantic  

Regions, as well as in the North. Without a Healing 
Lodge in these regions, either Aboriginal offenders 

are denied the opportunity to avail themselves 
of a community healing environment or they are 

transferred to a facility where they face the  
prospect of losing contact with their families  

and home communities.”
(Office of the Correctional Investigator (OCI)’s Report 2012)

LEARN MORE>>

3635

Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal government 
to eliminate barriers to the creation of 
additional aboriginal healing lodges 
within the federal correctional system.  

Father God,
You are the God of justice, reconciliation, and 
restoration. May those who are serving time in the 
correctional system become wholly restored. May 
they enter the community once again proud of who 
they are and how You beautifully created them. May 
the communities from which offenders come find 
meaningful and effective ways to be places where 
restoration can successfully occur.

“Aboriginal Healing Lodges  
are correctional institutions where  

the approach to corrections is holistic  
and spiritual. Aboriginal values, traditions,  
and beliefs are used to design services and 

programs for offenders. Aboriginal concepts  
of justice and reconciliation as well as guidance 

and support from Elders and Aboriginal 
communities are intrinsic parts of this 

restorative program. There are  
currently eight CSC healing  

lodges across Canada.”

LEARN MORE>>

Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal, provincial, and 
territorial governments to work with 
Aboriginal communities to provide 
culturally relevant services to inmates on 
issues such as substance abuse, family 
and domestic violence, and overcoming 
the experience of having been sexually 
abused. 

Father God,
We ask that all levels of government, the Aboriginal 
communities, and other communities, such as the 
Church, will be able to provide culturally relevant 
services to inmates on issues such as substance abuse, 
family and domestic violence, and healing from sexual 
abuse. We ask that generational cycles of hurt and pain 
will be broken so that families will experience healthy 
and wholesome relationships. We ask that those who 
need to seek forgiveness, whether as individuals or as 
institutions, will have the courage and humility to 
admit any wrongdoing and work towards wholeness in 
relationships.

“Connecting hands of restorative justice. “ By Jeff Kubina from Columbia, Maryland, USA (Community)  
  [CC BY-SA 2.0] via Wikimedia Commons

“It would be nice if  
our own people would come  

in here and teach us about life ...  
you know, how to live.  This is not 
the way of life for us. It’s not the 
way for  us  people.  But  if  they  
would  teach  a  program  like  

that,  that  will  catch  somebody  
for sure.”

(TRC Summary Report, pg 176)

READ MORE>>

Group of female students and a nun in a classroom at Cross Lake Indian Residential School, Cross Lake, Manitoba, February 1940

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-44.6/page-10.html#docCont
http://www.oci-bec.gc.ca/cnt/rpt/oth-aut/oth-aut20121022-eng.aspx?texthighlight=aboriginal+healing+lodges#TOC8
http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/aboriginal/002003-2000-eng.shtml
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0a/Connecting_hands.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ca/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AConnecting_hands.png
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
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“Deep-thinking” (CC BY 2.0) by Eneas
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Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal, provincial, and 
territorial governments to provide more 
supports for Aboriginal programming in 
halfway houses and parole services.  

Father God,
As Aboriginal inmates seek parole, we ask that 
You will give those granting parole wisdom to 
understand the level of risk the individual poses 
to the community. Please help the parole board 
take into account systemic discrimination related 
to poverty and the legacy of residential schools. 
Give them discernment to make good decisions for 
the individual and the community. We ask that 
Aboriginal inmates will receive the support services 
needed to re-integrate wholly into the community.

Skidegate Indian Village of the Haida tribe. Skidegate Inlet, British Columbia, 

Canada. Library and Archives Canada. July 1878.

“Seven Sacred Grandfather Teachings” by Melissa Muir, Darla 
Martens-Reece & Scott Sampson. February 2007

Aboriginal Corrections Continuum of Care 

“Introduced in 2003, this continuum 
of care model was developed 

in consultation with Aboriginal 
stakeholders working with CSC to 

develop new approaches to addressing 
Aboriginal offender needs .Aboriginal 

community research indicated that the 
major factors contributing to Aboriginal 

offenders’ success upon release were 
their participation in spiritual and 

cultural activities, as well as programs 
(preferably delivered by Aboriginal 

people) and the support they received 
from family and community.”
- Correctional Service Canada, 

Commissioner’s Directives on Aboriginal 
Offenders (Annex B)

LEARN MORE>>

Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal, provincial, 
territorial and Aboriginal governments 
to commit to eliminating the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal youth in 
custody over the next decade.

Father God,
We grieve with Aboriginal families for the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal children in custody. 
We grieve that there is a correlation between children 
placed in the care of child-welfare agencies and the youth 
in the justice system. We pray that You will give the 
governments, churches, and other community 
organizations wisdom and determination to 
support Aboriginal families as they seek to 
alleviate the cycle of poverty many find 
themselves in. Move the hearts of Your 
followers to come alongside aboriginal 
youth who are currently incarcerated 
(as well as those at risk of detention) and 
show them Your love (Matthew 25:36). 
Help these children and youth see the potential 
they have. Help them understand that they 
are made in Your image. Open their eyes to 
the opportunities around them. May we as a 
community also work to create  opportunities 
for these children and their families. 

“...policies involving early,  comprehensive and integrated services  and programs for high-risk or multi-risk  
Aboriginal youth and their families are required  

in order to reduce the disproportionate  number of Aboriginal youth in custody.”(Hope or Heartbreak:  Aboriginal Youth and Canada’s Future)
READ MORE>>

    “Aboriginal girls 
make up  
49%  

of the youth admitted 
to custody...

Aboriginal boys  
are 36%  

of those admitted  
to custody...”

(TRC Summary Report, pg  177)

READ MORE>>

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eneas/187498277/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/eneas/
http://lagazdesigns.blogspot.ca/2007/08/sacred-teachings.html
http://lagaz.deviantart.com/art/Seven-Teachings-Mural-70394012
http://lagaz.deviantart.com/art/Seven-Teachings-Mural-70394012
http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/acts-and-regulations/702-cd-eng.shtml#D_Aboriginal_Corrections_Continuum_of_Ca
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2008/policyresearch/CP12-1-10-1E.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
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Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal government 
to develop a national plan to collect and 
publish data on the criminal victimization 
of Aboriginal people, including data 
related to homicide and family violence 
victimization. 

Father God,
Statistics such as these are rather alarming and 
we know sadden Your heart. The report explains 
how difficult it is to gather accurate statistics due 
to inconsistent information gathering across the 
country and limitations in Statistics Canada. Without 
understanding the full picture, it is difficult to figure 
out solutions. 

However, we pray that You will assist people who gather 
essential statistical information and that the data will 
be used to create solutions for the level of victimization 
that is happening in Aboriginal communities 
throughout the land. Do not allow statistics to be 
twisted for political advantage. Do not allow the people 
represented by those statistics to become lost in the 
numbers.  

“Bruise” by yomo_13 ,used under licence [CC BY 2.0]/ original cropped with tatoo 

& tint effect  added

#AboriginalLivesMatter
“One in ten Aboriginal people 
reported being a victim of a  

non-spousal violent crime, more 
than double the rate reported by  

non-Aboriginal people.”
(TRC Summary Report, pg  177)

READ MORE>> Call to Prayer

We call on all levels of government, 
in collaboration with Aboriginal 
people, to create adequately funded 
and accessible Aboriginal-specific 
victim programs and services with 
appropriate evaluation mechanisms. 

Father God,
We ask that Aboriginal people across the land will 
come to know that they are made in Your image and 
that they are deeply loved by You, their Creator.  
Profoundly impress upon them that their Creator 
is a great and powerful God who can accomplish all 
things in His perfect timing. We ask that those who 
have been oppressed will be victorious; overcoming 
their victimizers by becoming healing contributors in 
the communities they live in. We ask that Aboriginal-
specific victim programs will be established with 
Aboriginal leadership and will meet the needs of their 
community. May non-Aboriginal people recognize 
their responsibility in supporting these programs either 
through funding or using giftedness in ways that will 
be beneficial to those who are victims of crime. 

“The solutions to  addressing  
Aboriginal victimization may lie in  

supporting the development of alternative  
dispute resolutions processes such as community  
healing models. However, as has been noted by 
Aboriginal women, there is a tendency by the  

criminal justice system and Aboriginal  
communities to develop models that fail to  

provide adequate protection  
to victims...” 

Jody Wilson-Raybould was sworn in as Minister of Justice of 
Canada on November 4, 2015; the first Indigenous person to be 
named to that post. Before entering Canadian federal politics, she 
was a provincial Crown prosecutor, B.C. Treaty Commissioner 
and Regional Chief of the B.C. Assembly of First Nations.

(Department of Justice, A Review of Research on  
Criminal Victimization and First Nations, Métis  

and Inuit Peoples 1990 to 2001)

LEARN MORE>>

https://www.flickr.com/photos/yomersapiens/8360345357/
https://www.flickr.com/people/yomersapiens/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85-002-x/2016001/article/14631-eng.htm
http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/aj-ja/rr06_vic1/p11.html#a11
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“Stop the Violence” (CC BY-NC 2.0) by glassghost
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We call upon the federal, provincial, 
and territorial governments to commit 
to the recognition and implementation 
of Aboriginal justice systems in a 
manner consistent with the Treaty and 
Aboriginal rights of Aboriginal peoples, 
the Constitution Act, 1982, and the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, endorsed by Canada 
in November 2012.

Father God, 
You have commanded us to care for the least of these, the 
orphans and the widows (James 1:27).  Many documents 
have been signed that express Canada’s desire and 
commitment to recognize and implement Aboriginal 
justice systems. May we be a nation who keeps our word. 
As the government educates non-Aboriginal Canadians 
in what these justice systems entail, may all Canadians 
know that justice is occurring. Please impress upon non-
Aboriginal Canadians that justice is not occurring for 
many Aboriginal people right now. Give us courage and 
humility to recognize that there are different ways for 
justice to occur.

"Families of Pickton victims mark appeal" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by Renegade98

“Despite genuine reform efforts, 
the dramatic overrepresentation of 
Aboriginal children in foster care, 
and among the sick, the injured, 
and the imprisoned, continues to 
grow. Only a real commitment to 

reconciliation will reverse the 
trend and lay the foundation 

for a truly just and equitable 
nation.”

(Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
Summary Report, pg 228)

	          READ MORE>>

“Governments,  
churches, educational institutions,  

and Canadians from all walks of life  
are responsible for taking action  

on reconciliation in concrete  
ways, working collaboratively  

with Aboriginal peoples. 

Reconciliation begins with  
each and every one of us.”
(Truth and Reconciliation Commission  

Summary Report, pg 238)

READ MORE>>

“KAIROS is committed to a new 
relationship with Indigenous peoples 
in Canada and around the globe, a 
relationship based on mutual respect, 
equity and the full realization of 
Indigenous peoples’ rights.  Core to 
this commitment is the principled 
implementation of the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Current 
areas of priorities include decolonization 
and reconciliation education,  
through KAIROS most 
popular teaching  tool  the 
KAIROS Blanket Exercise, 
implementation of the 
TRC Calls to Action 
through the campaign 
Winds of Change...”

(KAIROS - Indigenous Rights)

LEARN MORE>>
“Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women”[CC BY-SA 2.0]  
by Exile on Ontario St

From 
1980 - 2012  Aboriginal women & girls •	 1,017 killed 

•	 164 missing 
•	 225 cases remain 

unsolved as of 2014
READ MORE>>

We call upon the federal government, 
in consultation with Aboriginal 
organizations, to appoint a public 
inquiry into the causes of, and remedies 
for, the disproportionate victimization of 
Aboriginal women and girls. The inquiry’s 
mandate would include:

•	 Investigation into missing and 
murdered Aboriginal women and girls. 

•	 Links to the intergenerational legacy of 
residential schools. 

“Aboriginal women  
report being victimized by  

violent crime at a rate almost 

 non-Aboriginal women”
(TRC Summary Report,  pgs 179-180) READ MORE>>

3Xhigher than

Father God,
We mourn the murders of over one thousand 
Aboriginal women and girls in the past thirty 
years. With hope, we remember and pray for the safe 
return of those who are missing. Please lead those 
in authority to continue pursuing these lost women, 
and may investigators find missing women and 
bring them to safety.   

We confess to the areas in our lives where we have 
contributed to the victimization of women, either 
intentionally or more often, by adverting our eyes 
from the uncomfortable truth. Help us open our 
eyes and hearts to those who are vulnerable in our 
communities.  

May the Church demonstrate Your love and high 
regard for all women, specifically Aboriginal women. 
May the Body of Christ become supporters, advocates, 
protectors, and friends—assisting Aboriginal 
women who are in need to rise out of poverty and/
or dangerous situations. May You receive the glory 
as oppressed women become strengthened by each 
victorious step forward, that they will no longer be 
viewed as victims of violence and oppression. 

Call to 
Prayer
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IF YOU HAVE MORE INFO REGARDING THESE 
CASES

READ MORE>>

WANT

National Inquiry into 
Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women  

and Girls
LEARN MORE>>

Call to 
Prayer
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/joshuatree/3420425990/
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National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph 
(Victoria Regional Event): PHVRE_00361,  
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.
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We call upon the federal, provincial, 
territorial, and municipal governments 
to fully adopt and implement the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples as the framework for 
reconciliation.

Father God,
We thank You that Canada has an 
international reputation for caring about 
human rights; however, we confess that 
this reputation, though well-merited in 
many areas, is not consistently accurate in 
light of how Aboriginal peoples have been 
treated here in Canada. Please open our 
eyes to the ill treatment Aboriginal people 
have received historically—and that which 
sadly continues even today. Please give 
the government courage to implement the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples. Since Canada is a 
democratic nation, where our governing 
body must ultimately carry out the will of 
the people, we humbly ask that Canadians 
be moved to adopt a unified voice that 
demands justice for all, and in particular, 
for Indigenous peoples. 

Call to PrayerThe [TRC] Commission concurs  
with the view of S. James Anaya,  

un Special Rapporteur on the Rights of  
Indigenous Peoples, who observed, 

“It is perhaps best to understand the Declaration 
and the right of self-determination it affirms as 

instruments of reconciliation. Properly understood, 
self-determination is an animating force for 

efforts toward reconciliation—or, perhaps, more 
accurately, conciliation—with peoples that have 
suffered oppression at the hands of others. Self-
determination requires confronting and reversing 

the legacies of empire, discrimination, and 
cultural suffocation It does not do so to condone 
vengefulness or spite for past evils, or to foster 

divisiveness but rather to build a social and political 
order based on relations of mutual understanding 

and respect.  at is what the right  
of self-determination of indigenous peoples,  

and all other peoples, is about.
 (TRC Summary Report,  pgs 179-180)

 READ MORE>>

    “What we need is  
an efficient process of transition  

that lights a fire under the process  
of decolonization but does so in a controlled 
manner that respects where indigenous 
communities are in terms of rebuilding”

(Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould,  
AFN’s Annual General Assembly 2016)

READ MORE>>

We call upon the Government of Canada to 
develop a national action plan, strategies, 
and other concrete measures to achieve the 
goals of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
[UNDRIP].

Father God,
We are grateful that Canada has become 
a signatory country that agrees to the 
United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples; however, 
we grieve that it was originally with 
reluctance and conditions. Most of us 
are not legal experts, but we do ask that 
the government will base their decisions 
upon justice and with compassion. We 
ask that our nation as a whole will not 
be content with maintaining the status 
quo, but rather, that all will move 
towards reconciliation, with courage and 
humility. We ask that these steps will be 
measurable and will continue to improve 
from government to government.

Call to Prayer

“No relationship  
is more important to me  

and to Canada than the one  
with Indigenous Peoples. It is time 
for a renewed, nation-to-nation 
relationship with Indigenous 
Peoples, based on recognition of 
rights, respect, co-operation,  

and partnership.”
(Mandate Letter  to the  

Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs)

READ MORE>>

Click to READ

Click to READ

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
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http://borealcouncil.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/BLC_FPIC_Successes_Report_Sept_2015_E.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.indigenousbar.ca/pdf/undrip_handbook.pdf
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http://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/cpac-special/episodes/48306523/#!
http://www.macdonaldlaurier.ca/files/pdf/MLI-10-UNDRIPCoates-Flavel05-16-WebReadyV4.pdf
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We call upon the Government of Canada, 
on behalf of all Canadians, to jointly 
develop with Aboriginal Peoples a Royal 
Proclamation of Reconciliation to be issued 
by the Crown. The proclamation would 
build on the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and 
the Treaty of Niagara of 1764, and reaffirm 
the nation-to-nation relationship between 
Aboriginal Peoples and the Crown. The 
proclamation would include, but not be 
limited to the following commitments: 

•	 Repudiate concepts used to 
justify European sovereignty 
over Indigenous lands and 
peoples such as the Doctrine of 
Discovery and terra nullius.* 

•	 Adopt and implement the 
United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples as the framework for 
reconciliation.

•	 Renew or establish Treaty 
relationships based on principles 
of mutual recognition, mutual 
respect, and shared responsibility 
for maintaining those relationships 
into the future. 

•	 Reconcile Aboriginal and Crown 
constitutional and legal orders to 
ensure that Aboriginal peoples 
are full partners in Confederation, 
including the recognition and 
integration of Indigenous laws 
and legal traditions in negotiations 
and implementation processes 
involving Treaties, land claims, and 
other constructive agreements. 

Father God,
All cultures have views of the world that are at 
times inaccurate, and even harmful. We recognize 
that the colonialism of the past had differing views of 
land ownership and a cultural superiority which not 
only damaged relations with the First Nations of 
North America, but also negatively affected their 
various and rich cultures. We humbly ask that the 
negative remnants of that cultural thinking that 
still linger today will be removed. We recognize that 
we must not allow ourselves to be conformed to the 
patterns of this world, but rather be transformed by 
the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2). We pray 
that decision makers will be able to test and approve 
what Your will is. We pray that there will be 
mutual respect and humility as government leaders 
and Aboriginal leaders meet to build reconciling 
relationships.

Call to Prayer

“Inuit boy in front of rack of drying fish” by BiblioArchives / 
LibraryArchives, used under licence [CC BY 2.0] /cropped from Original

“In the summer of 1764,  
Sir William Johnson (Superintendent of Indian Affairs)  

and over two thousand chiefs representing twenty-four First 
Nations met on the shores of the Niagara River to negotiate the 
Treaty of Niagara — an agreement between the British Crown 

and the Indigenous peoples. This treaty, symbolized by the Covenant 
Chain Wampum, is seen by many Indigenous peoples as the birth  

of modern Canada, despite the fact that it has been mostly  
ignored by successive Canadian governments since.”

(THE QUEEN AT THE COUNCIL FIRE: The Treaty of Niagara,  
Reconciliation, and the Dignified Crown in Canada  

by Nathan Tidridge)

READ MORE>>

Q. What do Indigenous Peoples  
mean when they refer to  
the Crown in Canada?

A. There is no single answer to this 
question as there are hundreds 
of Nations, as well as individual 
perspectives on their different 

Treaty relationships with  
the Crown

LEARN MORE>>
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Call to Prayer

We call upon the parties to the Indian 
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement 
to develop and sign a Covenant of 
Reconciliation that would identify 
principles for working collaboratively 
to advance reconciliation in Canadian 
society, and that would include, but not 
be limited to: 

•	 Reaffirmation of the parties’ 
commitment to reconciliation. 

•	 Repudiation of concepts used to 
justify European sovereignty over 
Indigenous lands and peoples, such 
as the Doctrine of Discover and 
terra nullius, and the reformation 
of laws, governance structures, 
and policies within their respective 
institutions that continue to rely on 
such concepts. 

•	 Full adoption and implementation 
of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
as the framework for reconciliation. 

•	 Support for the renewal 
or establishment of Treaty 
relationships based on principles 
of mutual recognition, mutual 
respect, and shared responsibility 
for maintaining those relationships 
into the future. 

•	 Enabling those excluded from the 
Settlement Agreement to sign onto the 
Covenant of Reconciliation. 

•	 Enabling additional parties to sign 
onto the Covenant of Reconciliation.

Father God,
We recognize that documenting these 94 Calls to Action 
is only a beginning step towards reconciliation. We also 
recognize that it has taken centuries to create the mistrust 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal (specifically 
English and French) peoples, and it will take time and 
intentionality to reconcile these relationships. We ask 
that all parties will submit themselves to the commitment 
and collaboration required for reconciliation to become 
fruitful. 

We pray for those who create and participate in an action-
oriented Covenant of Reconciliation, that it will point the 
way forward toward an era of mutual respect and equal 
opportunity. We ask that as participating churches seek 
You, healing will occur not only for Aboriginal people, 
but also for those who are non-Aboriginal. We ask that 
Your Holy Spirit will guide all people to live humbly and 
lovingly, in emulation of  Your character.

“The Covenant Chain is a metaphor  
for alliance between the Crown and various  
Indigenous nations. This metaphor is 
represented on wampum belts by two 
men holding hands or two men holding 
a chain, bound together by the silver 
chain of friendship. In old councils, both 
participants of the treaty had to re-tell 
the ‘talk’ on the belt to demonstrate their 
understanding of the mutual obligations. 
Long ago, the representatives of the 
Crown had let go their end of the belt 
and had quit coming to the council fire to 

‘polish the chain’. ”
— Alan Corbiere, Anishinaabe Cultural Historian,

M’Chigeeng First Nation 

LEARN MORE>>

Representation of the Silver Covenant Chain, kept at the  
Archives and Collections Society in Picton, Ontario. 

45
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We call upon the federal, provincial, 
territorial, and municipal governments 
to repudiate concepts used to justify 
European sovereignty over Indigenous 
Peoples and lands, such as the Doctrine of 
Discovery and terra nullius, and to reform 
those laws, government policies, and 
litigation strategies that continue to rely 
on such concepts. 

Father God,
You are a just God, and for that we are thankful. You 
are also all-powerful and sovereign over Canada. We 
pray that You will give leaders and lawmakers courage 
and creativity to reform law and government policies 
that are unjust. We ask that You will continue to reveal 
the impact of decisions made, and by Your Spirit, guide 
our leaders so that all people living in Canada will 
experience justice. Remind our leaders of the significant 
role they play as servants of the people. We pray that 
justice and compassion will be the markers of influence 
upon these leaders.

“Unfortunately, the invisibility 
of the Aboriginal issue in this 
country is something that has 
been locked in by history, but 

it is my belief if we speak about 
it... more and more Canadians 

are becoming aware of it.”
(Former Prime Minister Paul Martin)

LEARN MORE>>

“European states relied on the 
Doctrine of Discovery and the concept 
of terra nullius (lands belonging to no 
one) to justify empire building and 
the colonization of Aboriginal peoples 
and their lands in North America and 
across the globe. 
Far from being ancient history with 
no relevance for reconciliation 
today, the Doctrine of 
Discovery underlies the 
legal basis on which 
British Crown officials 
claimed sovereignty over 
Indigenous peoples and justified 
the extinguishment of their inherent 
rights to their territories, lands, and 
resources.”

(TRC Summary Report,  pg 191) 

    READ MORE>>

Call to Prayer

Click to READ
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We call upon the church parties to 
the Settlement Agreement, and all 
other faith groups and interfaith 
social justice groups in Canada who 
have not already done so, to formally 
adopt and comply with the principles, 
norms and standards of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples as a framework 
for reconciliation. This would include, 
but not be limited to, the following 
commitments: 

•	 Ensuring that their institutions, 
policies, programs, and practices 
comply with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. 

•	 Respecting Indigenous peoples’ 
right to self-determination in 
spiritual matters, including the 
right to practice, develop, and 
teach their own spiritual and 
religious traditions, customs, 
and ceremonies, consistent with 
Article 12:1 of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples.  Father God,

We repent of our contribution, through 
our actions or our inaction, to the 
oppression of Aboriginal peoples. We 
pray for open eyes to see and ears to 
hear how to change our ways. We 
confess and humbly repent for ignoring 
the difficulties many Aboriginal 
people struggle with daily. We grieve 
that Your name was used to abuse so 
many children and the harmful ripple 
effect that has affected subsequent 
generations. We pray that all Your 
people will extend and exemplify the 
true love and compassion of Christ to 
Aboriginal people. 
Please give us wisdom to know how to 
worship You in culturally appropriate 
ways. Help Your people to practice 
inclusive hospitality towards others 
who may have differing cultural 
expressions for worshipping You. May 
we appreciate diverse modes of worship 
from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages that will stand 
before Your throne (Revelation 7:9). 

“We acknowledge  
that we have too often  

ignored the hurt and the resulting  
pain inflicted upon Indigenous Peoples.  
We did not stand up for the vulnerable  

and for that we are truly sorry.
The C&MA in Canada remains committed 
to respecting and honouring Aboriginal 
Peoples. Our prayer is that the Spirit 
of God will give us humility, grace and 
wisdom as we continue the journey, 
personally and corporately, to affirm 

and support the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s call to ‘adopt the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples.’”
(David Hearn, President 
of the C&MA in Canada)

•	 Engaging in ongoing 
public dialogue and 
actions to support 
the United Nations 
Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. 

•	 Issuing a statement no 
later than March 31, 
2016, from all religious 
denominations and 
faith groups, as to how 
they will implement 
the United Nations 
Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.

Call to Prayer
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National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph (Atlantic National Event): 
PHANE_01335, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 
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Click to WATCH

Call to Prayer

We call upon all religious denominations 
and faith groups who have not already 
done so to repudiate concepts used 
to justify European sovereignty over 
Indigenous lands and peoples, such as the 
Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius. 

Father God,
We regret that Your Church was party to 
the use of the Doctrine of Discovery and 
terra nullius in the expansion of European 
sovereignty over land that had been in the 
care of Aboriginal peoples. We regret the 
dislocation that resulted from these concepts. 
We pray that Your Church will be pro-active 
in bringing healing and restoration to 
those whose ancestors and present families 
continue to live with the negative results of 
this dislocation.

“The ideas of 
environmental stewardship  

and sustainable resource management are  
certainly not new or radical concepts for British 
Columbia's Aboriginal peoples. Long before Europeans even 
dreamed of traveling to North America, B.C.'s First Nations 
already had a deep spiritual connection to the land 

— considering themselves a part of it —  
as well as traditions, legends and stories 
reaffirming their respect for nature.”

(Aboriginal Tourism BC: Land of Our Ancestors)

WATCH VIDEO TO 
LEARN MORE>>

Portrait of a woman [Tuurnagaaluk] holding a 

small chalkboard with the number 6009, at Pond 

Inlet (Mittimatalik/Tununiq), Nunavut, August 1945 

(MIKAN 3606624)

The Inuit were required to carry these 
numbers on their person, so they were 
often sewn onto clothing or hung from 
laces around the neck. These numbers
were used until 1972 except  

in Quebec where the 
practice continued for 

a few more years..”

“In 1941, the federal  
government chose to register 

each Inuk with a unique numeric 
identifier, which was stamped on 
a disc or printed on a card. These 
identifiers were often called  

“Eskimo disc numbers” or ujamiit 
(ujamik) in Inuktitut. 

READ MORE>>

"#IdleNoMore" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by AK Rockefeller

“Idle No More seeks to assert Indigenous inherent rights to sovereignty and reinstitute traditional laws and Nation to Nation Treaties by protecting the lands and waters from corporate 
destruction.”

(IdleNoMore, The Story)
CLICK TO  

LEARN MORE>>
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In keeping with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, we call upon the federal 
government, in collaboration with 
Aboriginal organizations, to fund 
the establishment of Indigenous law 
institutes for the development, use, and 
understanding of Indigenous law and 
access to justice in accordance with the 
unique cultures of Aboriginal Peoples in 
Canada. 

Call to Prayer
Father God,
It is deeply saddening to know that in this nation, not all 
feel that Canadian law protects them. It is discouraging 
to realize that although we are an admired country with a 
fully-developed legal system, in the past many Aboriginals 
had experienced the law as a tool of government 
oppression. We are encouraged and thankful for the 
various legal groups, universities, and bar associations 
that are actively seeking ways of transforming the legal 
system to include Aboriginal justice. 
Please give those who understand the legal system, its 
strengths and weaknesses, the wisdom and foresight to 
improve the law. May all involved be concerned about 
justice for all who live in Canada. We ask that there will 
be a real unity amongst Aboriginal leaders and non-
Aboriginal leaders. May we soon have cause to celebrate 
a robust legal system that provides justice for all.

Understanding 
Aboriginal 
Identity 

Click to WATCH

Click to READ

“In Canada, law must  
cease to be a tool for the dispossession  
and dismantling ofAboriginal societies.  

It must dramatically change if it is going to 
have any legitimacy within First Nations, 

Inuit, and Métis communities. Until Canadian 
law becomes an instrument supporting 

Aboriginal peoples’ empowerment, many 
Aboriginal people will continue to regard it as 

a morally and politically malignant force.”

(TRC Summary Report,  pg  205) 

READ MORE>>

 “...there has been a continuity of First Nations legal relationships‘in the lands they traditionally occupied prior to European colonization’...”
(John Borrows,  With or Without You:First Nations Law [in Canada])

CLICK TO  LEARN MORE>>

"Louise Mandell" (CC BY 2.0)  
by SFU - University Communications“Inuit identification disc” Central Inuit About 1950.  

Pressboard and printer's ink.  Canadian Museum of Civilization, IV-C-4497, D2002-013314, CD2002-346
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http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/christopher-columbus-and-the-doctrine-of-discovery-5-things-to-know
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NC5_g-32V8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NC5_g-32V8
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2016-05-16T17%3A41%3A17Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=3606624&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.gc.ca%3Apam&lang=eng
https://thediscoverblog.com/2016/11/03/voices-of-the-past/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/akrockefeller/8380053658/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ca/
https://www.flickr.com/people/akrockefeller/
http://www.idlenomore.ca/story
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1307460755710/1307460872523
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.aboriginallegal.ca/assets/withorwithoutyou.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfupamr/6878514890/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/sfupamr/
http://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/aborig/fp/fpz4d04e.shtml
http://www.idlenomore.ca/story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NC5_g-32V8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcSnbXmJ9V0


Call To 
Action 

Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

We call upon the Government 
of Canada, provincial and 
territorial governments, 
and the courts to adopt the 
following legal principles: 

•	 Aboriginal title claims 
are accepted once the 
Aboriginal claimant has 
established occupation over 
a particular territory at a 
particular point in time. 

•	 Once Aboriginal title 
has been established, the 
burden of proving any 
limitation on any rights 
arising from the existence of 
that title shifts to the party 
asserting such a limitation. Father God,

We acknowledge that You are the Great Creator. 
We acknowledge that the earth and everything in it 
is Yours. The world and all its people belong to You 
(Psalm 24:1). Canada belongs to You. All who live in 
Canada belong to You.      
We ask for wisdom and humility for all decision 
makers, both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal. Give 
them confidence and the necessary resolve to settle 
land claims justly. May all sides be receptive to 
understanding the many different worldviews people 
possess regarding land, use, and ownership. We pray 
that an attitude of generosity will be present when 
settling these claims.

“In a post-apology era,  
the honour of the Crown must  

be a defining feature in the new  
relationship where legal obligations  
are vigilantly observed...principles of 

reconciliation, such as mutual respect, 
coexistence, fairness, meaningful dialogue,  
and mutual recognition, are not empty  
words. These principles are about action;  
that is, they give shape and expression  
to the material, political and legal  

elements of reconciliation”
(TRC Summary Report,  pg  269) 

READ MORE>>

“Aboriginal nations should be able to rely on 
two fundamental common law rules to meet 
the onus the Court has placed on them: 

•	 title is presumed from possession; 
•	 possession is title as against anyone 

who cannot prove that he or she has a 
better title. 

So in situations where they can establish either 
present or past possession of lands at any 
time after Crown assertion of sovereignty, 
Aboriginal nations should be presumed to 
have a valid Aboriginal title to those lands, 
and the burden of proving a better title 
should be cast on the Crown or its grantees.”

READ MORE>>

Call to 
Prayer

National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph (Quebec National Event): PHQNE_01195,  

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 
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We call upon the Government of 
Canada, as an obligation of its fiduciary1 
responsibility, to develop a policy of 
transparency by publishing legal opinions 
it develops and upon which it acts or 
intends to act, in regard to the scope and 
extent of Aboriginal and Treaty rights.

1           A fiduciary duty is a legal duty to act solely in another party’s interests. 

Father God, 
In order for the Aboriginal people to not experience or 
view the legal system as a “…morally and politically 
malignant force,” we pray that the Government 
of Canada's policy of transparency for revealing 
legal opinions and proposed actions is forthright 
and influential in regards to the scope and extent of 
Aboriginal and treaty rights. 
We pray that the Government of Canada will act upon 
and represent the interests of the people. We pray that 
as individuals, our interests will move beyond self-
preservation and begin to work collectively, focusing 
on the diverse needs of all who live in Canada.

"Ancient Guide" (CC BY 2.0) by subarcticmike

“These manmade rock formations have been created 
for over 2000 years and are an important survival 
tool in the Arctic environment, where natural, easily 
distinguishable landmarks can be few and far between.”

(Museum of Inuit Art Blog)

CLICK TO LEARN MORE>>

School boys. These children live too far away to go home in the summer.  

[Students at the Anglican mission's residential school]. Aklavik. 1940-1942.  

NWT Archives/Mary Saich fonds/N-1990-003: 0223

“Before we went back 
to Inuvik my mother told me to 

 be proud of where you come from. 
Be proud of your culture, your 

traditions and what we taught you. 
Whatever it takes, just keep fighting.”

(We Were So Far Away: The Inuit  
Expereience of residential Schools)

READ MORE>>

“It is challenging, if not impossible, to effectively address Aboriginal 

interests in a national policy that does not acknowledge and 

accommodate regional differences.

Although there is not a consistent Aboriginal perspective on all issues, 

there is a general consensus that Canada is inflexible in its approach 

to Aboriginal interests and endeavours to meet its minimum legal 

obligations, nothing more.
Canada is seen as unresponsive to Aboriginal interests and rigid in its 

application of the comprehensive land claims policy. There is also a 

widely held view that federal policies lag behind legal developments.”

(Douglas R. Eyford, the Ministerial Special Representative on Renewing the 

Comprehensive Land Claims Policy)READ MORE>>
Click to READ
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“The Indian Act is one of the cornerstones of Canadian colonialism...It imposes a foreign system of government on First Nations in which accountability is to colonial masters in Ottawa...imposed on First Nations without our consent and it has no basis in treaty.”
(Defenders of the Land)

READ MORE>>

http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://fngovernance.org/ncfng_research/onus.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/31856336@N03/3795171893/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/31856336@N03/
https://museumofinuitartblog.wordpress.com/2012/06/02/lets-talk-about-inuksuit/
http://nwtarchives.ca/item_display.asp?Accession_Number=N-1990-003&Item_Number=0223
http://weweresofaraway.ca/survivors/
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-5/
http://www.defendersoftheland.org/Indian_Act


Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

We call upon the Parliament of Canada, 
in consultation and collaboration with 
Aboriginal peoples, to enact legislation 
to establish a National Council for 
Reconciliation. The legislation would 
establish the council as an independent, 
national, oversight body with membership 
jointly appointed by the Government 
of Canada and national Aboriginal 
organizations, and consisting of 
Aboriginal and non- Aboriginal members. 
Its mandate would include, but not be 
limited to, the following:  
•	 Monitor, evaluate, and report 

annually to Parliament and the 
people of Canada on the Government 
of Canada’s post-apology progress 
on reconciliation to ensure that 
government accountability for 
reconciling the relationship between 
Aboriginal peoples and the Crown 
is maintained in the coming years.  

•	 Monitor, evaluate, and report 
to Parliament and the people of 
Canada on reconciliation progress 
across all levels and sectors of 
Canadian society, including the 
implementation of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada’s Calls to Action.   

•	 Develop and implement a multi-
year National Action Plan for 
Reconciliation, which includes 
research and policy development, 
public education programs, and 
resources.   

•	 Promote public dialogues, public/
private partnerships, and public 
initiatives  for reconciliation. 

Father God, 
We all know that for true reconciliation to take place, trust 
needs to be re-established. Saying sorry is the first step, 
but not the final step. There is a long journey ahead  to re-
establish trusting relationships between the Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal communities. Please strengthen us 
to commit to the difficult journey ahead of us. When we 
are tired, please refresh us so that we can continue the 
hard but rewarding work of healing relationships.  Lord, 
You have shown us how to live and care for one another 
by the model of Your son. Please continue to illuminate 
the way as individuals and institutions consider which 
actions will be appropriate. 

Please give us humility and a genuine love for 
each other, for true reconciliation is only possible 
through You. May  the Body of Christ ensure that 
all we do and say leads to healthy relationships. 
May we never give up, ignore, or condescend 
others, but rather uphold Your command to love 
our neighbour as ourselves (Matthew 22:39). We 
thank You that Your Spirit is at work to reconcile, 
heal, and restore—bringing light into darkness as 
a testament to how integral You are to the success 
of this process. 

“Our future,  
and the well-being 
of all our children 

rests with the  
kind of relationships 
we build today.”

- Chief Dr. Robert 
Joseph

“The Back Pocket Reconciliation Action Plan 
is part of Reconciliation Canada’s national 
engagement strategy to build a national 
narrative on reconciliation and catalyze 
action. We have initiatives planned across 
the country through 2016-2017, which are 
intended to engage individuals, groups and 
organizations in the reconciliation process. 
Your Back Pocket Reconciliation Action Plan 
will contribute to the national narrative on 
reconciliation by illustrating the ways that 
C a n a d i a n s  a r e  t a k i n g  a c t i o n . 
B y  s h a r i n g  y o u r  B a c k  P o c k e t 
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  A c t i o n  P l a n , 

you  a r e  i n sp i r i ng  o the r s  t o 
think about reconciliation 

a n d  t o  c r e a t e  
t h e i r  o w n  

p l a n s . ” Call To 
Action 

We call upon the Government 
of Canada to provide multi-
year funding for the National 
Council of Reconciliation to 
ensure that it has the financial, 
human, and technical resources 
required to conduct its work, 
including the endowment 
of a National Reconciliation 
Trust to advance the case of 
reconciliation.

Father God,
A good indicator of our priorities 
is often demonstrated by how 
we spend the money You have 
entrusted to us. May our priorities 
as a nation reflect Your priorities.  
May we be good stewards of those 
funds and to not let any potential 
financial constraints become a 
barrier to reconciliation.

“We had to get a  
permit to go to our 

neighbouring friends, relatives.”

“I had to carry that  
around on my body.”

“Indian agents... 
they’d send you to jail.”

(The Pass System Film)

LEARN MORE>>

“Reconciliation in Action:  
A National Engagement Strategy has received  

$1.8 million in funding through the Canada 150 Fund...”
“This announcement by the Government of Canada demonstrates shared 
values and the importance of working together to build a better future for 

Canada,” says Chief Dr. Robert Joseph, Ambassador, Reconciliation Canada.”
“We were also delighted that two other projects were also 
awarded funding: ...Indspire, an Indigenous-led registered 
charity that invests in the education of Indigenous people, 
and the 4Rs Youth Movement, a youth-led initiative 

seeking to change the country by changing  
the relationship between Indigenous and  

non-Indigenous young people.”
(Reconciliation Canada, Reconciliation News)

READ MORE>>

Call to 
Prayer

Chief Dr. Robert Joseph, via http://pfc.ca/
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http://reconciliationcanada.ca/back-pocket-plan/
http://reconciliationcanada.ca/back-pocket-plan/
https://vimeo.com/125253802
http://thepasssystem.ca/
http://reconciliationcanada.ca/reconciliation-canada-receives-1-8-million-from-canada-150-fund/
http://pfc.ca/conference2016/program/plenary-speakers/
http://reconciliationcanada.ca/staging/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Back-Pocket-Plan_small1.pdf


Call To 
Action 

Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

We call upon all levels of government to 
provide annual reports or any current 
data requested by the National Council 
for Reconciliation so that it can report on 
the progress towards reconciliation. The 
reports or data would include, but not be 
limited to:  

•	 The number of Aboriginal 
children-including Metis and 
Inuit children – in care compared 
with non-Aboriginal children, the 
reasons for apprehension, and 
the total spending on preventive 
and care services by child-welfare 
agencies.  

•	 Comparative funding for the 
education of First Nations 
students on and off reserves.  

•	 The educational and income of 
attainments of Aboriginal peoples 
in Canada  compared with non-
Aboriginal people. 

•	 Progress on closing the gaps 
between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal communities in a 
number of health indicators such 
as: infant mortality, maternal 
health, suicide, mental health, 
addictions, life expectancy, birth 
rates, infant and child health 
issues, chronic diseases, illness 
and injury incidence, and the 
availability of appropriate health 
services.  

•	 Progress on eliminating the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal 
children in youth custody over 
the next decade.  

•	 Progress on reducing the rate 
of criminal victimization of 
Aboriginal people, including data 
related to homicide and family 
violence victimization and other 
crimes.  

•	 Progress on reducing the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal 
people in the justice and 
correctional systems. 

Father God, 
Reporting is often hard work, yet it is so vital 
for tracking progress and providing measurable 
markers for change. Encourage reporters when 
they encounter tedious days of research and 
writing blocks. Please impress upon them 
the responsibility they have for accuracy 
and readability. Give them clarity of mind, 
a compassionate heart, and a community of 
supporters and champions for the work they are 
doing. 
We ask, Lord, that these reports will be 
highly readable documents that the general 
population, as well as the government, will 
anticipate each year in which markers of true 
progress are revealed. May we as a nation get 
excited when we see improvements. When there 
is stagnation or a decline in evident results, we 
ask that You re-invigorate those You have put 
in place to implement change. Instill in them 
a determination to achieve positive results as 
they analyze, reinvent, and re-calibrate their 
approach with intentional actions towards 
improvement.

 “Progress on 
reconciliation at  
all other levels of 
government and  

civil society 
organizations  

also needs vigilant 
attention and 
measurement 
to determine 

improvements”
(TRC Summary Report,  pg  217) 

READ MORE>>
"Totems - Comox (51)" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by Kris Krug

Click on each bar in graph 
to LEARN MORE>>

Call to Prayer

We call upon the prime minister of Canada 
to formally respond to the report of the 
National Council for Reconciliation by 
issuing an annual “state of Aboriginal 
Peoples” report, which would outline the 
government’s plans for advancing the 
cause of reconciliation. 

The Prime Minister  
announced that Canada  

will work with leaders of First 
Nations, the Métis Nation, Inuit, 
provinces and territories, parties 
to the Indian Residential School 

Settlement Agreement, and 
other key partners, to design a 

national engagement strategy for 
developing and implementing a 

national reconciliation framework, 
informed by the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s  

recommendations.
READ MORE>>

Father God, 
We thank You for the heartfelt response 
of the prime minister to the report of 
the National Council for Reconciliation. 
May this commitment to respond and 
act upon each of the Calls to Action 
continue to be upheld by subsequent 
governing leaders and never be motivated 
by partisan thinking or self-preservation. 
Continue to reveal within Canada's 
prime minister(s) Your characteristics of 
compassion, kindness, and humility so 
that they may lead righteously and with 
integrity. Equip all governmental leaders 
with the knowledge and courage to make 
decisions that will improve the lives of 
Aboriginal Peoples, and ultimately, to 
unite all who live in this country. 

CLICK TO ACCESS MAP
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http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kk/7540886/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/kk/
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1450124405592/1450124456123#pe
http://www.oci-bec.gc.ca/cnt/comm/presentations/presentationsPRAC-RESCFA-eng.aspx
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/82-003-x/2015008/article/14216-eng.pdf
https://www.cdhowe.org/sites/default/files/attachments/research_papers/mixed/e-brief_218_0.pdf
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https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/dear-canada-these-are-my/9781443133180-item.html
http://fnpim-cippn.aandc-aadnc.gc.ca/index-eng.html
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2680074774/


Call To 
Action 

Call To Action 

Call to Prayer

We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, 
and municipal governments to provide 
education to public servants on the history 
of Aboriginal peoples, including the history 
and legacy of residential schools, the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and 
Aboriginal rights, Indigenous 
law, and Aboriginal-Crown 
relations. This will required skills-
based training in intercultural 
competency, conflict resolution, 
human rights, and anti-racism.

Father God, 
Many people in Canada have not had the opportunity 
to learn the history of Aboriginal peoples and the 
legacy of residential schooling. As educators prepare 
training courses for public servants, we ask that 
You will guide the work of curriculum writers. 
Lord, we also ask that You highlight for students 
that which is imperative to comprehend, and that 
which is vital to adopt and implement in their lives 
as it relates to intercultural competency, conflict 
resolution, human rights, and anti-racism. We ask 
that the material will be well balanced, offering the 
many perspectives that are needed to understand 
the historically broken and complicated relationship 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.  
Lord, we know that education and awareness is only 
part of the solution. We ask that there be an openness 
to reflect upon and actively implement this skills-
based training and to openly make adjustments in 
attitudes, perceptions, and behaviours towards what 
it means to be Aboriginal in Canada. When needed, 
please give individuals and groups the courage to 
seek forgiveness and to reconcile with Aboriginal  
co-workers and/or people in their community.

INDIGENOUS CULTURAL  

COMPETENCY SELF-A
SSESSMENT CHECKLIST 

Ask yourse
lf these quest

ions:

1.	 Do you und
erstand t

he genera
tional impact  

of residen
tial school

s?

2.	 Have you r
ead the T

ruth and 
Reconciliati

on 

Commission's 94 Calls-to-A
ction?

3.	 Do you und
erstand t

he signific
ance of th

e 

current p
rime minister say

ing he see
ks to 

strengthe
n the nat

ion-to-na
tion relat

ionship 

with Indige
nous Peoples?

4.	 How do you r
eact to un

civil dialog
ue?

5.	 How do you r
eact to st

ereotypica
l imagery  

and state
ments?

6.	 Do you, int
entionally

 or otherw
ise, use 

colloquiali
sms?

7.	 Do you reco
gnize and

 understa
nd the im

pact 

of cultura
l appropr

iation?

8.	 What do yo
u know about th

e history, 
culture, 

worldviews and cha
llenges of 

the Indige
nous 

Peoples of t
he area in

 which you l
ive/work?

9.	 Do you und
erstand t

he differe
nce between 

empathy and
 sympathy?

(Posted by
 Bob Joseph,

 ictinc.ca)

LEARN MORE>>

“I always felt that there were  
so many Indigenous People... who were  
leaders in their community and living  

normal or average lives. However their stories 
never made it into the newspapers or on social 
media... and I realized that racism is very much 
alive... I decided to ask models to pose for me 
and offer them a chance to label themselves.” 

(Winnipeg Artist, KC Adams #perception)

LEARN MORE>>

“Perception” by aptn.ca 

DID YOU KNOW?
“The Metis people are known for their finger 
woven sashes... made of a variety of elements, 
like the lives of the Metis. Look at its pattern, 

its fabric, its colors. Nonetheless, these disparate 
elements form an integrated whole. Similarily, 
the different ethnic backgrounds and different 

languages to the Metis blend into one another to 
form a rich tapestry like the lives and culture of 

the Metis.”

(The Alberta Metis, collectionscanada.gc.ca)

LEARN MORE>>

Call to Prayer

We call upon the Pope to issue an apology to 
Survivors, their families, and communities 
for the Roman Catholic Church’s role in the 
spiritual, cultural, emotional, physical, and 
sexual abuse of First Nations, Inuit, and 
Metis children in Catholic-run residential 
schools. We call for that apology to be 
similar to the 2010 apology issued to Irish 
victims of abuse and to occur within one 
year of the issuing of this Report and to be 
delivered by the Pope in Canada.

Father God, 
Today we bring the Catholic Church before You, not 
to condemn them but to support them through prayer. 
We pray that godly sorrow over what has occurred will 
generate an earnest desire to continue to make things 
right (2 Corinthians 7:10-11). We pray, Lord, that the 
Pope will be moved to extend a specific apology, here 
in Canada, to all who have been victimized through 
Catholic-run residential schools. May those who have 
been victimized by the residential school system receive a 
comforting sense of healing, peace, and freedom from pain 
that comes through forgiveness.
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“Approximately 16 out of 70 Catholic dioceses in Canada were 

associated with the former Indian Residential Schools, in addition to 

about three dozen religious communities.  Each diocese and religious 

community is legally 
responsible for its o

wn actions. 

However, in a brief submitted to the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 

Peoples in November 1993, the Canadian Conference of Catholic 

Bishops did acknowledge that "various types of abuse experienced at 

some residential schools have moved us to a profound examination of 

conscience as a Church."

...in 1991, Canadian Catholic Bishops and leaders of men and women 

religious communities had issued a statement that ‘We are sorry 

and deeply regret the pain, suffering and alienation that so many 

experienced’ at the Residential Schools.”

(Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops)

READ MORE>>

"Roman Catholics 
in Canada and  

across the globe look to  
the Pope as their spiritual and  

moral leader," the commission said  
in its final report made public on Tuesday.
‘Therefore, it has been disappointing to 
survivors and others that the Pope  
has not yet made a clear and emphatic  
public apology in Canada for the  
abuses perpetrated in Catholic-run 

residential schools throughout  
the country.’"
READ MORE>>

AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde as he responds to a question on whether the head of the 

Catholic Church should apologize for its role in residential schools. thestar.com  

(Adrian Wyld/Canadian Press /image cropped from original)

“Turquetil Hall Residence (originally St. Mary’s Residence), girls in their beds with two nuns, Chesterfield Inlet (Igluligaarjuk), 
Nunauvt, September 5, 1958” Photo Credit: Charles Gimpel / Library and Archives Canada / PA-210885/ R10187-14-7-E

"Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Circle is 
a Catholic coalition 
of Indigenous people, 
bishops, clergy, 
lay movements 
and institutes of 
consecrated life, 
engaged in renewing 
and fostering 
relationships between 
the Catholic Church 
and Indigenous 
people in Canada." READ MORE>>
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http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/uncivil-dialogue-and-indigenous-peoples
http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/the-enduring-nature-of-first-nation-stereotypes
http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/the-enduring-nature-of-first-nation-stereotypes
http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/use-7-first-nations-colloquialisms-peril
http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/halloween-dont-promote-cultural-appropriation
http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/indigenous-peoples-worldviews-vs-western-worldviews
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Evwgu369Jw
http://www.ictinc.ca/blog/indigenous-cultural-competency-self-assessment-checklist
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http://www.aptn.ca/
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/eppp-archive/100/205/301/ic/cdc/albertametis/history/sash.htm
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/media-room/files/2630-apology-on-residential-schools-by-the-catholic-church
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/aboriginal-residential-schools-trudeau-meeting-1.3367026
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/aboriginal-residential-schools-trudeau-meeting-1.3367026
https://www.thestar.com/content/dam/thestar/news/canada/2015/12/18/feds-considered-third-party-management-for-non-compliant-bands-documents/tab-na-transparency17-2jpg.jpg.size.custom.crop.1086x696.jpg
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayEcopies&lang=eng&rec_nbr=3598072&rec_nbr_list=3598072&title=Turquetil+Hall+Residence+%28originally+St.+Mary%27s+Residence%29%2C+girls+in+their+beds+with+two+nuns%2C+Chesterfield+Inlet+%28Igluligaarjuk%29%2C+Nunauvt%2C+September+5%2C+1958%0A++&ecopy=a210885-v6
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Call To 
Action 

Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

We call upon church parties to the 
Settlement Agreement to develop ongoing 
education strategies to ensure that their 
respective congregations learn about their 
church’s role in colonization, the history 
and legacy of residential schools, and why 
apologies to former residential school 
students, their families, and communities 
were necessary. 

Father God,
We humbly repent for the historical role churches in 
Canada played in destroying Aboriginal culture. While 
the Church has notoriously left a horrifying stain in 
Canada's historical record regarding our treatment of 
Aboriginal Peoples, we pray that going forward, the 
Church in Canada will be known as transformational 
history-makers in reconciliation and restoration. 
Thank You for the effort that the Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Roman Catholic, and United Church bodies are making 
to reconcile with the Aboriginal community locally and 
nationally. As these members of Your Church educate 

their congregations on their historical 
role in colonization and the history and 
legacy of residential schools, we ask that 
it will be a time of renewal as the Church 
seeks Your face and, in humility, we will 
all be led towards healing in this land (2 
Chronicles 7:14).  
We ask, Lord, that all churches in Canada 
and their members will choose to live 
lives that reflect the love and humility of 
Christ, and that You will receive honour 
as true reconciliation occurs. We ask, 
Lord, that Your great reputation will 
be restored and that people in Canada, 
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, 
will trust in and see You for who You 
truly are.

Reconciliation not only requires
apologies, reparations, the relearning  

of Canada’s national history, and public commemoration,  
but also needs real social, political, and economic change. 

Ongoing public education and dialogue are essential to 
reconciliation. Governments, churches, educational institutions, 
and Canadians from all walks of life are responsible for 
taking action on reconciliation in concrete ways, working 

collaboratively with Aboriginal peoples. Reconciliation  
begins with each and every one of us.

(TRC Summary Report,  pg  183-185) 
READ MORE>>

Call to Prayer

We call upon leaders of the church parties 
to the Settlement Agreement and all other 
faiths, in collaboration with Indigenous 
spiritual leaders, Survivors, schools of 
theology, seminaries, and other religious 
training centres, to develop and teach 
curriculum for all student clergy, and 
clergy and staff who work in Aboriginal 
communities, on the need to respect 
Indigenous spirituality in its own rights, 
the history and legacy of residential 
schools and the role of the church parties 
in that system, the history and legacy of 
religious conflict in Aboriginal families and 
communities, and the responsibility that 
churches have to mitigate such conflicts 
and prevent spiritual violence.

Father God, 
We bring before you today Ambrose University and 
all other universities that exist for Your glory. We 
ask that they will be able to create an overall plan 
that ensures all students will have a deep respect for 
Aboriginal people and their cultures. We ask, Lord, 
that our universities and seminaries will be places 
where Aboriginal students will feel welcomed and 
at home. Please develop leaders, both Aboriginal and  
non- Aboriginal, who have a deep passion for the work 
of reconciliation that is before Canada. Please expand 
the good work that is already being done, and give the 
faculty, administration, and the students courageous 
wisdom as they build relationships throughout Canada. 

RESPECT
means to

LOOK 
AGAIN

“If Indigenous Studies courses are mandatory, it’s important that instructors are prepared to recognize and 
appropriately address racism in the classroom.”

(Unsafe Space: The Danger of Mandatory Indigenous Studies Courses)
READ MORE>>

“Eight years ago,  
Darryl Kakekayash says  

he was physically assaulted  
by three white men who  
called the high school student  
a ‘crazy native s---’ and  

threw him into a  
Thunder Bay river.”

(thestar.com)
  READ MORE>>
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Response of the Churches  
to the TRC of Canada,  
Ottawa – June 2, 2015

“We acknowledge and 
welcome the specific calls to 
action that offer direction 

to the churches in our 
continuing commitment to 
reconciliation. In particular, 

we are committed to 
respect Indigenous spiritual 

traditions in their own right. 
As individual churches and 
in shared interfaith and 

ecumenical initiatives – for 
example through Kairos, 
through interfaith groups, 
and through the Canadian 

Council of Churches – we will 
continue to foster learning 
about and awareness of 
the reality and legacy of 

the residential schools, the 
negative impact of such past 
teachings as the Doctrine of 
Discovery, and the new ways 

forward found in places, 
such as  the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples.”
(Representatives of the Church parties 

to the Settlement Agreement)

READ MORE>>

“Indian children holding letters that spell “Goodbye” at Fort Simpson Indian Residential School.”  
Photo Credit: J.F. Moran / Library and Archives Canada / PA-102575
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http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
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https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2016/11/24/the-indigenous-teen-who-escaped-death-in-a-thunder-bay-river.html
http://www.anglican.ca/news/response-of-the-churches-to-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-of-canada/30010922/
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http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayItem&lang=eng&rec_nbr=3194044
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGuWIU6nIsY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/current-affairs-information/unreserved/index.html
http://podcast.cbc.ca/mp3/podcasts/unreserved_20161002_48749.mp3
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-overview
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/social-justice/undoing-racism/


Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

We call upon church parties to the 
Settlement Agreement, in collaboration with 
Survivors and representatives of Aboriginal 
organizations, to establish permanent 
funding to Aboriginal people for:
•	 Community-controlled healing and 

reconciliation projects.    
•	 Community-controlled culture and 

language revitalization projects.   
•	 Community-controlled education 

and relationship building projects.  
•	 Regional dialogues for Indigenous 

spiritual leaders and youth to 
discuss Indigenous spirituality,  
self-determination, and reconciliation. Father God, 

We recognize that the responsibility of reconciliation is not only 
at the government level, but also at the community level. We 
thank You for this because it means all people can be involved in 
the important work of reconciliation.  
We acknowledge that as followers of Christ, we are one Body, 
following Your lead (Ephesians 4:16; Romans 12:5). As one 
Body, united in Your grace, we pray for denominations who are 
named in the Settlement Agreement. Please give them a spirit 
of generosity and dedicated commitment to establish permanent 
funding to Aboriginal people for the work of reconciliation, 
revitalization, relationship building, and regional dialog projects. 
We ask that all the members of Your Body will join together 
in support of this provisioning and see this as a redemptive 
opportunity to rebuild relationships, revitalize communities, 
and to reveal Your loving goodness.  
We ask that Your Holy Spirit will powerfully move within all 
of these funded projects. Help people to witness Your love and 
compassion through the reconciling work of the Church. Please 
lead us to come alongside one another as supporters in our 
communities. We pray that You 
will foster forgiveness in order 
to build restored 
relationships of 
trust. 

National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph (British Columbia National Event): PHBCNE_00472, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.

THE HEALING FUND 
 To support grassroots 
projects that are First 
Nations-Initiated, and 

community-oriented, with 
a primary focus on healing 

from the impact of residential 
schools. Language recovery 

and cultural recovery 
programs are among the 
types of projects funded. 
(United Church of Canada)

READ MORE>>

Canadian Catholic News

“...there’s a general feeling  
we should make some effort  
toward healing funds...not  

directed as a certain number, 
but aimed at education and 
continuing positive work... 
We are open to working on a 
continued healthy relationship,  
something we are investing in and  
want to continue in a positive way”

( Le Pas Archbishop Murray Chatlain)
READ MORE>>

National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph (Victoria Regional Event): PHVRE_00314, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 

ANGLICAN FUND
To encourage and 
support Indigenous 
healing initiatives 

that are community 
oriented and address 

the legacy of the 
Indian Residential  
School system.
READ MORE>>

“Survivors  spoke   
about the many  contradictions   
they  now  see  between  their  adult  
knowledge  of  Christian  ethics  and  biblical  
teachings and how they were treated in the 
schools. These contradictions indicate the 
spiritual fear and confusion that so many 
Survivors have experienced.”
(TRC Summary Report,  pg. 227 )                           READ MORE>>

Mapping 
The Healing 
Journey

READ MORE>>

Call To 
Action 

Call to 
Prayer

We call upon the federal, provincial, and 
territorial governments, in consultation 
and collaboration with Survivors, 
Aboriginal peoples, and educators to:  
•	 Make age-appropriate curriculum 

on residential schools, Treaties, and 
Aboriginal peoples’ historical and 
contemporary contributions to Canada 
a mandatory education requirement 
for Kindergarten to Grade Twelve 
students.

•	 Provide the necessary funding 
to post-secondary institutions to 
educate teachers on how to integrate 
Indigenous knowledge and teaching 
methods into classrooms.  

•	 Provide the necessary funding 
to Aboriginal schools to utilize 
Indigenous knowledge and teaching 
methods in classrooms.   

•	 Establish senior-level positions in 
government at the assistant deputy 
minister level or higher dedicated to 
Aboriginal content in education.

Father God, 
We pray that as curriculum is developed to educate 
Canadians of Aboriginal history, that it will be honest 
and compassionate. We ask that the history taught to our 
children and teens will be as unbiased as possible and not 
be politically motivated. May many perspectives be shared, 
so that students can have as full an account as possible. As 
our collective history is taught, we ask that all students, 
whether Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal, will feel welcome in 
the classroom and will also know the positive contributions 
their cultures have given to Canada.  
God, we ask that You not only provide funding for Aboriginal 
schools, we also pray that You will help to restore, protect, 
and preserve Aboriginal culture so that Aboriginal schools 
and educators can be fully equipped to utilize Indigenous 
knowledge and teaching methods in classrooms.

6261

What You Can Do
•	 Download and circulate the petition for 

your province or territory calling for the 
implementation of Call to Action #62.

•	 Send an electronic letter to your MPP/
MLA calling for implementation of Call to 
Action 62.1

•	 Read the report card to see how close 
each province and territory is to making 
this change to the curriculum.

•	 Host a workshop or event to bring you 
and your community into the Winds of 
Change campaign.

•	 Meet with provincial representatives and 
education authorities.

•	 Participate in a Blanket Exercise.
KAIROS’ Winds of Change campaign   

LEARN MORE>>
National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph (British Columbia National Event): PHBCNE_00472, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/eph.4.16
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.12.5
http://www.prairiemessenger.ca/16_10_05/cnews_16_10_05_4.html
http://www.anglican.ca/healingfund/projects/2015-projects/
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/mppng-hlng/index-en.aspx
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-petition/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/online-action/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/online-action/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-report-cards/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-workshops-events/
http://kairosblanketexercise.org/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/what-we-do/indigenous-rights/windsofchange-overview/
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFQHtkBs68I
https://education.alberta.ca/media/563982/our-words-our-ways.pdf
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Call To 
Action 
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We call upon the Council of Ministers of 
Education, Canada [CMEC] to maintain 
an annual commitment to Aboriginal 
education issues including:  
•	 Developing and implementing 

Kindergarten to Grade Twelve 
curriculum and learning resources 
on Aboriginal peoples in Canadian 
history, and the history and legacy 
of residential schools.  

•	 Sharing information and best 
practices on teaching curriculum 
related to residential schools and 
Aboriginal history.  

•	 Building student capacity for 
intercultural understanding, 
empathy, and mutual respect. 

•	 Identifying teacher-training needs 
relating to the above.

Father God, 
Transformative education only happens when people are fully 
committed to it. We ask, Lord, that Canada will maintain 
an annual commitment to Aboriginal education issues. We 
ask Lord that policymakers, curriculum developers, and 
educators will pursue excellence in their calling to teach the 
next generation.  
We thank You for the thousands of teachers in Canada who 
teach because they want to influence the next generation. 
Please give them the wisdom and perseverance to pursue 

excellence and to be role models for their 
students to follow when implementing 
new initiatives related to Aboriginal 
education. Please use our schools for 
community building. We pray that 
as teachers and students embrace 
new resources and curriculum, 
they will subsequently influence 
their community and create a 
positive ripple effect of intercultural 
understanding, empathy, and 
mutual respect.

The image above contains all completed puzzle pieces designed by [CMEC Aboriginal Educators, 2015] 
symposium participants from specific provinces and territories to illustrate ideas on “What Can We 
Do at Home?” This mosaic demonstrates the beautiful, diverse, and unique approaches to addressing 
Aboriginal Education in Canada.

READ MORE>>

Ro
n 

Ba
ird

’s 
“D

re
am

 C
at

ch
er

” s
cu

lp
tu

re
 K

em
pe

nf
elt

 Ba
y, 

Ba
rri

e, O
nta

rio
. P

ho
to 

tak
en

 by
 G

TD
 A

qu
ita

ine
., C

C
 B

Y 
3.0

Call to Prayer

64
We call upon all levels of government that 
provide public funds to denominational 
schools to require such schools to provide 
an education on comparative religious 
studies, which must include a segment on 
Aboriginal spiritual beliefs and practices 
developed in collaboration with Aboriginal 
Elders.

Father God, 
We thank You that pursuing a Christian school 
education is one of the freedoms we enjoy living in a 
country that recognizes diversity of choice. We pray that 
Christian schools will voluntarily provide an education 
on comparative religious studies, which includes a 
segment on Aboriginal spiritual beliefs and practices. 
We pray that You will give wisdom to those that develop 
the curriculum and ask that through this learning, You 
will nurture mutual respect and understanding.

Click to Learn More

National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph (Saskatchewan National Event): PHSNE_00765, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 

“This book not only 
offers an in-depth 

look at First Nations’ 
theology, but parallels 
its key themes with 

Old Testament 
Hebraic thought, 

which comprises the 
roots of Christianity. 
Key doctrines central 
to both Aboriginal and 
Biblical theology are 
then compared and 

contrasted in language 
readily understood by 

the layman.”

“Our  spiritual 
journey is a journey 
of  trust and  belief 
entailing  spiritual 
vows and prayers 
led by spiritual 

leaders who are the 
keepers, sharing 
a similar role as 

clergy.”
LEARN MORE>>

Click to READ

Click to READ

National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives, Photograph (British Columbia National Event): PHBCNE_00372, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 

Click to READ

“The Supreme Court of Canada  
decision in S.L. v. Commission scolaire des  

Chênes in 2012 ruled: Exposing children to a 
comprehensive presentation of various religions 
without forcing the children to join them does 
not constitute an indoctrination of students 
that would infringe the freedom of religion...”

(TRC Summary Report,  pg  285-289) 

READ MORE>>

http://cmec.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/359/CMEC-Aboriginal-Educators-Symposium-2015-EN.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7056885
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
https://cpco.on.ca/files/7814/5010/1465/PCWinter2015SneakPeek.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/rul_1100100014175_eng.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/sites/www.ece.gov.nt.ca/files/resources/inuuqatigiit_k-12_curriculum.pdf
https://www.teachers.ab.ca/sitecollectiondocuments/ata/publications/human-rights-issues/education%20is%20our%20buffalo%20(pd-80-7).pdf
http://drsfriesen.com/2005/05/legends-of-the-elders-series/
https://www.amazon.ca/Aboriginal-Spirituality-Biblical-Theology-Closer/dp/1550592092
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXT2JXe8mnA
https://cpco.on.ca/files/7814/5010/1465/PCWinter2015SneakPeek.pdf


Call To 
Action 

Call To Action “The problem is really how  
the scientist is taught...until we begin 

 to change our curriculum...it is going to be a 
struggle...because education is a conditioning 

process. It creates habits of mind, orientations and 
understandings. And so unless we begin to change 
the curriculum, we will probably continue to have 

conflict in terms of the two world views.” 
(Dr. Gregory Cajete, Director of Native American  

Studies at the University of New Mexico)

Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal government, 
through the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council, and in 
collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, 
post-secondary institutions and 
educators, and the National Centre of 
Truth and Reconciliation and its partner 
institutions, to establish a national research program 
with multi-year funding to advance understanding 
of reconciliation.

Father God,
We are in awe at the work You are doing in the world to 
not only reconcile all people to Yourself, but to also lead 
us into healthy, loving relationships with one another. 
Please give us the guidance, endurance, and resources we 
need in order to journey together to effectively advance the 
understanding of reconciliation.    
As a national research program is created and 
implemented, we celebrate that Your message of peace 
will be revealed, for reconciliation is central to the 
biblical principles you have taught us through the 
life, sacrifice, and resurrection of your Son, Jesus  
(2 Corinthians 5:18-19). We pray that this research will 
have a far-reaching influence on other countries who share 
a similar history of devaluing and destroying Indigenous 
culture.
We thank you for the good that can be accomplished 
through a multi-year funded approach to this research. We 
pray that You will give researchers clarity to interpret and 
communicate their findings well, and in turn, to translate 
their work into multiple languages so that all people who 
call Canada home can benefit.

Call to Prayer

66
We call upon the federal government to 
establish multi-year funding of community-
based youth organizations to deliver 
programs on reconciliation, and establish a 
national network to share information and 
best practices.  

Father God, 
The impact of residential schooling has been felt across 
many generations. Since reconciliation is an inter-
generational journey, we ask that the skills, gifts, and 
ideas of youth in Canada will contribute 
to successful reconciliation programs, 
information sharing, and best practices. 
We ask You to forgive the numerous 
times adults have judged youth or have 
assumed they are incapable of great 
things. We recognize that the challenges 
youth face are a reflection of the values 
of the previous generation.  We pray 
that Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
youth alike will be equipped and 
empowered to act on their vision to 
mobilize exciting, new approaches 
and programs of reconciliation within 
their communities.  

“Title“ Library and Archives Canada 

exchanges unite us

by facilitating dialogue
and strengthening

relationships through
leadership
programs.”

LEARN MORE>>

Canadian Roots Exchange (CRE)
“...builds bridges between  
Indigenous and  
non-Indigenous  
youth

National Association  
of Friendship Centres

“We’re acting now toward real reconciliation... 
The damage that occurred over seven 

generations at residential schools will not be 
undone in one lifetime; youth are vital to the 
reconciliation equation.... In answering this  
call to action, the NAFC extends the hand  

of friendship to all organizations that  
share our commitment.”

READ MORE>>

Click to WATCH
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Research on the reconciliation  
process can inform how Canadian 
society can mitigate intercultural 

conflicts, strengthen civic trust, and 
build social capacity and practical 
skills for long-term reconciliation. 
First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 

peoples have an especially strong 
contribution to make to this work

(TRC Summary Report,  pg  242)

READ MORE>>

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/2co.5.18-19
http://canadianroots.ca/home/who-are-we/reconciliation-teams/
http://nafc.ca/en/friendship-centres/
http://nafc.ca/en/nafc-commits-to-reconciliation-with-a-renewed-focus-on-aboriginal-youth/
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://speakingmytruth.ca/?page_id=17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeNnOZTk440
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Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

We call upon the federal government 
to provide funding to the Canadian 
Museums Association to undertake, in 
collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, 
a national review of museum policies 
and best practices to determine the level 
of compliance with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and to make recommendations.

Father God, 
Your Word teaches us the value of remembering our 
history. We recognize that many of our museums tell 
the story of Canada well. We pray that as policies and 
best practices are examined by the Canadian Museums 
Association and Aboriginal collaborators, that they 
would already be found to be proactively in compliance 
with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples; where there is a lack of adherence, 
please bring it to light.   
We ask that all who enter any museum in this country 
will know that Aboriginal peoples have a history and 
story to tell which is a vital part of the story of Canada 
that must be understood and valued. We ask that each 
museum patron will read of and learn that the mistakes 
of the past have an impact on the present reality of 
Aboriginal peoples, and that our own personal actions 
today will shape the future so that these cultural, social, 
religious, and political violations never occur again.

Call to Prayer
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We call upon the federal government, in 
collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, 
and the Canadian Museums Association 
to mark the 150th anniversary of Canadian 
Confederation in 2017 by establishing a 
dedicated national funding program for 
commemoration projects on the theme of 
reconciliation. 

Father God,
As the 150th anniversary of Canadian Confederation 
celebrations take place in 2017, we ask that events will 
encourage reconciliation. We pray that all people will 
feel included and have reason to celebrate. We ask that 
town councils and elders will set an example of unity 
by working collaboratively on the celebration. We ask 
that throughout the planning stages, as well as the 
actual time of celebration, there will be meaningful 
opportunities for relationship building.

“We have reached a pivotal moment in our shared 
history. 2017 marks the 150th anniversary of Canadian 
confederation. The celebrations in 2017 provide a unique 

opportunity for reflection and an opportunity to build new 
relationships that contribute to our collective well-being.

Through Reconciliation in Action: A National Engagement 
Strategy, Reconciliation Canada will examine and 

document perceptions, actions and aspirations of Canadians 
in relation to reconciliation. This narrative will recognize 

our common history, highlight current achievements and 
create a vision for the next 150 years.”

LEARN MORE>>

“Community Pathways  
to Reconciliation

Many local governments across 
the country are responding to the 
call of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada...provides 

examples of ways to move 
forward on the reconciliation 
journey at the local level.”

READ MORE>>

“Nimaywikwedong Reconcilation Garden” 
In the Spirit of Reconciliation the garden will be 
a contemplative place where our community can 
pause, reflect and remember, learn about the past 
legacy of residential school and intergenerational 
trauma that still exist today.	       

READ MORE>>
By The National Archives (UK) (The National Archives (UK)) [CC BY 3.0] via Wikimedia Commons

When Newfoundland  
and Labrador joined Canada in 
1949, the provincial and federal 
governments made no special 

provisions for the new province’s 
Aboriginal groups. 

The Terms of Union, which 
determined how Newfoundland 
and Labrador would operate 
as a province, did not mention 

Aboriginal people nor did it clarify 
their status within the country.

(Aboriginal People and Confederation, 
Heritage Nefoundland and Labrador)

READ MORE>>
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“Museums and archives, as sites of 
public memory and national history, 
have a key role to play in national 
reconciliation. As publicly funded 
institutions, museums and archives in 
settler colonial states such as Canada...
have interpreted the past in ways that 
have excluded or marginalized Aboriginal 
peoples’ cultural perspectives and  historical experience.”(TRC Summary Report,  pg  242)

READ MORE>>

“I wholeheartedly agree with the  
Commission’s stance that “there is an urgent  

need in Canada to develop historically literate citizens  
who understand why and how the past is relevant to  

their own lives and the future of the country.  Museums  
have an ethical responsibility to foster national reconciliation,  

and not simply tell one party’s version of the past.”

(Krista McCracken [kristamccracken.ca], Archives Supervisor at  
Algoma University’s Shingwauk Residential School  

and Arthur A. Wishart Library)
READ MORE>>

Basil Paul, wearing Indian timber 
bailiff badge, 1915, photograph by 
James Teit Canadian Museum of 
Civilization, 30640, CD95-895-005

Click to READ

http://reconciliationcanada.ca/programs-initiatives/reconciliation-in-action-a-national-engagement-strategy/
http://www.fcm.ca/Documents/tools/BCMC/Pathways_to_reconciliation_EN.pdf
https://150alliance.ca/projects/project_listings/nimaywikwedong_reconcilation_garden
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://opentextbc.ca/preconfederation/
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/politics/aboriginal-confederation.php
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://kristamccracken.ca/
http://activehistory.ca/2015/06/the-role-of-canadas-museums-and-archives-in-reconciliation/
http://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/aborig/fp/fpz4d03e.shtml
http://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/aborig/fp/fpz4d03e.shtml
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Call To 
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Call to 
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We call upon Library and Archives 
Canada to:
•	 Fully adopt and implement the United 

Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and the United 
Nations Joinet-Orentlicher Principles, 
as related to Aboriginal peoples’ 
inalienable right to know the truth about 
what happened and why, with regard 
to human rights violations committed 
against them in residential schools. 

•	 Ensure that its record holdings 
related to residential schools are 
accessible to the public.  

•	 Commit more resources to its 
public education materials and 
programming on residential 
schools. 

The Conceptual Framework inspired by 
the Joinet/Orentlicher Principles:

Father God,
Part of love is trust. Right now, trust is broken. 
Because of decisions that have been made in the 
past and unfortunately even in the present, it is 
difficult for many Aboriginal people in Canada 
to trust in institutions. We ask that Library and 
Archives Canada will help in the building of trust 
by making important documents available. Help 
them set up systems and resources that include 
the full scope of Canada’s history, including what 
occurred in residential schools, so that there is 
access to truth through transparency. We pray that 
in providing public access to all archived records 
on residential schools, trusting relationships can 
be established.

Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer
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We call upon the federal government to 
provide funding to the Canadian Association 
of Archivists to undertake, in collaboration 
with Aboriginal peoples, a national review 
of archival policies and best practices to: 
•	 Determine the level of compliance 

with the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) and the United Nations 
Joinet-Orentlicher Principles, as related 
to Aboriginal peoples’ inalienable right 
to know the  truth about what happened 
and why, with regard to human rights 
violations committed against them in 
residential schools. 

•	 Produce a report with recommendations 
for full implementation of these 
international mechanisms as a 
reconciliation framework for Canadian 
archives. 

Father God,
As the Canadian Association of Archivists undertakes a national 
review of policies and best practices, we ask that they will work 
in collaboration with Aboriginal people. Please provide a good 
team of people with a common purpose and intent to accurately 
gather all archives needed to capture a full picture of what has 
been occurring in the past and what changes need to be made. 
We pray that key documents referring to practices and policies 
will be readily accessible, and that a framework for Canadian 
archives will be developed that is in compliance with the 
UNDRIP so that truth and reconciliation can occur.

“Lester Pawis outside the Red Indian Art Deco Antique Store” By Ivaan Kotulsky via Toronto History  
from Toronto, Canada [CC BY 2.0], via Wikimedia Commons

“Rendering archives  
accessible for the public is crucial  

for truth finding... An holistic 
approach to Dealing with the Past 

recognises the interdependence of the 
four key pillars of the right to know, 
the right to reparation, the right to 

justice and the guarantee of non  
recurrence.” 
READ MORE>>

The written record and the Oral Tradition
The Hudson's Bay Company’s (HBC) contact with Aboriginal 
peoples was documented  in written records that are 
“preserved in the HBC Archives in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
The HBC Archives contain, from almost exclusively non-
Aboriginal viewpoint, a history of Aboriginal peoples dating 
back almost three centuries.” However, “The written records 
about Aboriginal life and history found in the HBC Archives 
are limited.” because “The records reflect the biases of 
outside observers and non-participants.” This archive of 
Aboriginal history does not paint a complete picture unless 

the “oral transimission of traditional knowledge and history” that 
Aboriginal Peoples used “to maintain stability and continuity within and 
between communities” is also archived as part of that history. 

William Berens, chief of the Ojibwa band reserve at Berens 
River, had provided “a different perspective on the death 
of William Harper (1894)” when relating the oral account 
to A. Irving Hallowwell, a visiting American anthropologist 
in 1930. While the “written records in the HBC Archives 
provide limited information about the circumstances of 
his death; the oral tradition preserved other details, new 
information to fill gaps in the written records.”

(Association of Canadian Archivists, Aboriginal Archives Guide)

READ MORE>>

Melody McKiver “adds to the timeline” at the Canadian Museum of History in 2012.

CLICK TO LEARN MORE>>
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http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ALester_Pawis_outside_the_Red_Indian_Art_Deco_Antique_Store.jpg

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
http://archivists.ca/sites/default/files/Attachments/Outreach_attachments/Aboriginal_Archives_English_WEB.pdf
http://www.melodymckiver.com/canadian-museum-of-history-and-reconciliation/
http://www.melodymckiver.com/canadian-museum-of-history-and-reconciliation
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We call upon all chief coroners and 
provincial vital statistics agencies that 
have not provided to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada 
their records on the deaths of Aboriginal 
children in the care of residential school 
authorities to make these documents 
available to the National Centre for Truth 
and Reconciliation. 

Father God,
We are thankful that many provinces, as well as two 
of the three territories, have already provided records 
regarding the deaths of children in residential schools. 
We ask, Lord, that any withheld information regarding 
deceased children who were in the care of residential 
school authorities will be released so that closure 
can occur for the families and communities who had 
children that never returned to them. We ask that this 
important step in healing will happen quickly

Call to 
Prayer
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We call upon the federal government to 
allocate sufficient resources to the National 
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation to allow 
it to develop and maintain the National 
Residential School Student Death Registry 
established by the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada. 

Father God,
We ask for your blessing on the development of a 
National Residential School Student Death Registry. 
We share in the grief of parents whose children's 
deaths were not properly documented and no records 
have surfaced to explain how and why these deaths 
took place. We pray for sufficient funding and for 
people who are well-equipped to maintain this 
important registry document. We pray that families 
still grieving can be quickly informed of what 
happened to their children as new information or 
missing documentation becomes available. 
We pray that these stories will not be forgotten.

“Chanie was a young boy who died on 
October 22, 1966, walking the railroad 
tracks, trying to escape from the Cecilia 
Jeffrey Indian Residential School to walk 

home. Chanie’s home was 400 miles 
away. He didn’t know that. He didn’t 

know where it was, nor know how to find 
it, but, like so many kids - more than 

anyone will be able to imagine - he tried.”

(Statement by Gord Downie, in Ogoki Post, Ontario)

READ MORE>>

“I had wanted to tell my brother’s story;  
I wanted his life to mean something...
and you know what I want from this? 
Is that I want high schools, schools, to be 
built on every reserve; highschools so that 
children do not have to leave until there 
is such a time that they are older and 
can take care of themselves. If Charlie’s 
life can save other children, then I’ve 
done my work. I’ve done what I’ve 

intended to do...I think that my biggest 
hope is that the rest of the world will see 
what went on in Canada - but to not 

stop there...to continually heal and to do 
it every way and everything that you 

can do to bring that about”
(Pearl Achneepineskum,
sister of Chanie Wenjack)

LEARN MORE>>

Heritage Minutes: Chanie Wenjack. Historica Canada.

Residential school students at Fort George cemetery in November 1946 [Truth and Reconciliation Commission]

“Tuberculosis was the cause  
of death in 48.7% of the 
cases for which there is a 

reported cause of death (on 
the Named and Unnamed 

registers combined.) A child’s 
vulnerability to tuberculosis 

and ability to recover 
from the infection was in 
large measure governed by 
diet, sanitary conditions, 

ventilation, quality of clothing, 
and physical strength. Due 

to limited government 
funding, students in most 
schools were malnourished, 

quartered in crowded 
and unsanitary facilities, 

poorly clothed, and 
overworked.”

READ MORE>>

“The federal  
government underwent a  

period of document destruction 
between 1936 and 1944 that 

eliminated some 200,000 
Indian Affairs files. Some of the 

documents that do remain contain 
incomplete information. While 
some school reports contained 
total number of deaths in a year,  
it was not always accompanied 
with the names of the deceased.”

(TRC Report Volume 4)
READ MORE>>

“The number of students 
who died at Canada’s 

residential schools is not likely 
ever to be known in full...

Many records have  
simply been destroyed...

There can be no certainty 
that all deaths were, in  

fact, reported to  
Indian Affairs”

READ MORE>>

Dorm converted to a “sick bay” during the 1963 measels epidemic at Lejac Indian Residential School.

http://secretpath.ca/
https://youtu.be/yGd764YU9yc
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/pearl-wenjack-secret-path-1.3815354
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_tcCpKtoU0
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/lbrr/archives/cn000043947884-vol.4-eng.pdf
http://aptn.ca/news/2015/06/02/number-indian-residential-school-student-deaths-may-never-known-trc/
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/lbrr/archives/cn000043947884-vol.4-eng.pdf
http://lejac.blogspot.ca/2011/01/and-boy-did-we-ever-get-sick.html
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We call upon the federal government 
to work with churches, Aboriginal 
communities, and former residential 
schools students to establish and maintain 
an online registry of residential school 
cemeteries, including where possible, plot 
maps showing the location of deceased 
residential school children.

Father God,
We ask that the cemeteries of these buried 
children will be found and documented. 
We ask, Lord, that You will help people 
remember and/or find the records that 
indicate where specific children are 
buried. May these initiatives remind us 
of the sanctity of life each child possesses. 
You knew each of these children by 
name. Help us to learn and remember 
their names. Bring comfort and peace to 
grieving families who long to know more 
about where their children's remains were 
buried so that they may have closure.

Call to Prayer
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We call upon the federal government to 
work with the churches and Aboriginal 
community leaders to inform the families 
of children who died at residential schools 
of the child’s burial location, and to 
respond to families wishes for appropriate 
commemoration ceremonies and markers, 
and reburial in home communities where 
requested. 

Father God,
We pray that there will be respectful and dignified efforts 
made amongst the churches and Aboriginal communities 
to inform families of their child’s burial location. We 
ask that every effort will be made to ensure the families 
can appropriately honour and grieve for these precious 
children who were lost at such a young age.

“‘This is somebody’s young kid’: 
The unmarked graves of Brandon’s 

residential school”

(National Post, May 15, 2015)

READ MORE>>

Using previously unreleased government 
documents, historian John S. Milloy 
provides a full picture of the history and 
reality of the residential school system.      
A National Crime shows that 
the residential system was 
chronically underfunded and often  
mismanaged, and documents in detail how 
this affected the health, education, and  
well-being of entire generations of Aboriginal children.

READ SUMMARY>>

“As non-Aboriginal 
Canadians, it’s important 
that we tell the story of 

residential schools, because 
it is our story,” Professor 
Milloy says. “We built and 
operated the residential 

school system based on our 
ideology, and the horrors 

and the cruelty came from 
us and our culture.”

(Dr. John Milloy, Canadian Studies 
professor, Trent University)

READ MORE>>

CLICK TO READ

Portrait of Peter Henderson Bryce taken in 1890 
by Lancefields of Ottawa. [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Graveyard at Fort Qu’Appelle.  

Credit: O.B. Buell / Library and Archives Canada / PA-118766

“Many schools refused  
to spend money on fire escapes. 
Instead, they built poles outside 
of windows for children to slide 
down. But the windows were 

locked, and children were unable  
to reach the poles...

Some children died as runaways 
and were found frozen to death in 
snowy fields; others who tried to 
escape their abusers drowned in 

nearby rivers.”
(Article by Mark Kennedy, 

Ottawa Citizen, January 3, 2014)

READ MORE>>

“Food historian Ian Mosby’s  
research published in 2013 revealed details  

about government experiments conducted on children  
in six residential school. ‘When investigators came to the 
schools in the mid 1940s they discovered widespread 

malnutrition at both of the schools...and the main thing to 
understand about these experiments is they were only made 

possible because the children were malnourished.’ ”
(Article by Jody Porter, CBC News  

Posted: July 29, 2015)
READ MORE>>

Memorial to the children who died at the Sacred Heart Residential School, 1868-1929, Fort Providence NWT.  
Photo: Kim Elliott via Rabble.ca
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http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/the-secret-graves-of-brandon-residential-school-773123
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwik0P-oofTQAhVLy2MKHS5VAMcQFgggMAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooks.google.ca%2Fbooks%2Fabout%2FA_National_Crime.html%3Fid%3DTSGmglyxgzkC&usg=AFQjCNHnlxYECrmuRPnm8taLftryTV7MMA&sig2=YTfEPr1IXd8UUPbZUov0SQ
http://www.trentu.ca/newsevents/newsDetail_old.php?newsID=9759
https://archive.org/stream/storyofnationalc00brycuoft#page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/storyofnationalc00brycuoft#page/n5/mode/2up
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Peter_H._Bryce.jpg
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/public_mikan/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayEcopies&lang=eng&rec_nbr=3193491&title=Graveyard+at+Fort+Qu%27Appelle.+&ecopy=a118766
http://o.canada.com/news/national/at-least-4000-aboriginal-children-died-in-residential-schools-commission-finds
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/residential-school-nutrition-experiments-explained-to-kenora-survivors-1.3171557
http://rabble.ca/sites/rabble/files/node-images/img_5003_1.jpg
http://rabble.ca/blogs/bloggers/charlie-angus/2013/12/peter-bryce-and-duncan-campbell-scott-road-not-taken-on-residen
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2672669073/
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2672669073/
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2672669073/
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We call upon the federal government 
to work with provincial, territorial, and 
municipal governments, churches, Aboriginal 
communities, former residential school 
students, and current landowners to develop 
and implement strategies and procedures for 
the ongoing identification, documentation, 
maintenances, commemoration, and protection 
of residential school cemeteries or other sites at 
which residential school children were buried. 
This is to include the provision of appropriate 
memorial ceremonies and commemorative 
markers to honour the deceased children.

Call to Prayer
Father God,
We ask, Lord, that all cemeteries where residential school 
children are buried will be maintained and marked 
commemoratively. May all levels of government and 
communities recognize that these cemeteries remind us 
of the preciousness of life. May it also be a reminder of 
the atrocities that happen when we allow racism to exist 
in our communities.

Call to 
Prayer
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We call upon the parties engaged in 
the work of documenting, maintaining, 
commemorating, and protecting residential 
school cemeteries to adopt strategies in 
accordance with the following principles: 
•	 The Aboriginal community most 

affected shall lead the development of 
such strategies. 

•	 Information shall be sought from 
residential school Survivors and 
other Knowledge Keepers in the 
development of such strategies. 

•	 Aboriginal protocols shall be respected 
before any potentially invasive 
technical inspection and investigation 
of a cemetery site.

Father God,
Every culture has unique traditions to 
honour and remember those who have 
passed away. We ask that as these burial 
places are found and documented, the 
Aboriginal community most affected 
will not encounter barriers as they 
take the lead in developing strategies 
for documenting, maintaining, 
commemorating, and protecting these 
sites. We ask, Lord, that respect will 
be shown for Aboriginal protocols 
and for the deceased through this 
emotional process.

“Pic Mobert’s Patrick Sabourin raised  
a question about residential school mass  

burials and graves during the National Centre 
for Truth and Reconciliation’s Nov. 9 community 

engagement session in Thunder Bay... 
‘I’m just trying to understand this whole process — 
where the records came from and...where would I 
draw the information how to access (the records).’ 

...The NCTR was set up at the University of 
Manitoba to house all the statements, documents 
and other materials collected by the TRC. The 
information will be sorted into three categories 
— public, redacted and restricted — with the 

public and redacted materials to be made  
available online at ntcr.ca as time and  

resources permit.”
(article by Rick Garrick, 

anishinabeknews.ca)
READ MORE>>

St. Michael’s Indian Residential School at Alert Bay, British Columbia. “Residential School”(CC BY 2.0) by D-Stanley

Completing the Circle: 
Elders speak about end-of-life care 
with Aboriginal families in Canada.
(aboriginalendoflifecare.com)

LEARN MORE>>

“How might...
cultural backgrounds 

influence values, beliefs,  ways of 
expressing feelings about grief and
loss... interfere with [the] ability to

provide compassionate 
whole-person care.”

LEARN MORE>>

“A STORY OF EXCAVATION, CEREMONY AND COMMUNITY

At the request of the Elders, a pipe ceremony was held 

at the site of the o
riginal burial location to honour the 

individual whose burial had been disturbed...”

(Retroactive, Blogging Alberta’s Historic Places)

READ MORE>>

“Attendees of the reburial ceremony.” Historic Burial near Viking, Alberta: 

A Story of Excavation,Ceremony and Community, by Alberta Historic Places Retroactive. 
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“We know almost nothing 
about these things because 
the tradition of burying 

people that way had stopped 
by the time the Europeans 
arrived in the 1840's.”

(Grant Keddie, Curator of Archaeology 
at the Royal B. C. Museum)

READ MORE>>

“Aboriginal Burial Cairns 
Mistaken For Rock Piles
In August, 1986, a Parks 
Department work crew, 

apparently unaware of the 
boulders’ importance, cleared 
them off the south slope to 
facilitate mowing...Though 
sacred to First Nations 

people, the cemetery was 
not respected by European 

immigrants. In 1858, 
white settlers excavated the 
largest grave, located at the 

top of Beacon Hill”

Grant Keddie and the reconstructed cairns.  
2005 photo by Ray Smith, Times Colonist via beaconhillparkhistory.org 

“beneath-the surface view” graphic representation of a 1898 Oak Bay cairn excavation  
depicted in “Native Indian Use of Beacon Hill Park”[used with permission, modified transparency]

“Some First Nations cultures forbid showing pictures of the deceased for at least year after the death. Other cultures find it extremely disrespectful to show ANY images of a deceased person, or even mention their names.”(Reporting in Indigenous Comunities:  
Aboriginal Customs and Protocols)READ MORE>>

http://www.nctr.ca
http://anishinabeknews.ca/2015/11/25/respect-and-recognition-needed-for-indian-residential-school-students/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidstanleytravel/9413865210/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/davidstanleytravel/
http://www.aboriginalendoflifecare.com/
http://www.aboriginalendoflifecare.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbUGMIKId0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LX_RYoQq1yk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LX_RYoQq1yk
https://albertashistoricplaces.wordpress.com/2016/01/27/vikingburial/
https://albertashistoricplaces.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/dsc_9403.jpg?w=1200
https://albertashistoricplaces.wordpress.com/2016/01/27/vikingburial/
http://www.beaconhillparkhistory.org/articles/119_cairns.htm
http://www.beaconhillparkhistory.org/articles/119_cairns.htm
http://www.friendsofbeaconhillpark.ca/history.htm
http://riic.ca/the-guide/in-the-field/aboriginal-customs-and-protocols/
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We call upon provincial, territorial, 
municipal, and community archives to work 
collaboratively with the National Centre for 
Truth and Reconciliation to identify and 
collect copies of all records relevant to the 
history and legacy of the residential school 
system, and to provide these to the National 
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation.

Father God, 
We pray for open hands and willing hearts 
as records relevant to the history and legacy 
of the residential school system are collected. 
We pray that those collecting the records 
will understand the significance of the work 
they are doing. Please ensure all voices 
will be heard and preserved, so that the full 
story will be remembered and that a similar 
atrocity will never occur again.

Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer
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We call upon the Government of Canada to 
commit to making a funding contribution of 
$10 million over seven years to the National 
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, plus 
an additional amount to assist communities 
to research and produce histories of their 
own residential school experience and 
their involvement in truth, healing, and 
reconciliation. 

Father God,
We are thankful for the many who have already 
taken steps of courage to come forward to tell 
their stories during the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's investigations. We pray that untold 
stories will continue to be gathered, documented, 
and produced so that all who have a story of 
their own residential school experience and their 
involvement in truth, healing, and reconciliation 
can be heard. We ask that these stories  will not be 
lost due to lack of funds.  

“Don’t forget the  
Survivor, always remember 
the Survivor. The impact of 

that moment is lifelong...I’d like 
to invite everyone to listen to 

Survivors, to their testamonies.”
(Honouring and Remembering  

Residential School Survivors, nctr.ca)
LEARN MORE>>

The National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation website contains  an 
interactive map to display locations of 
residential schools, events, and/or hearings. 
You can also access relevent photos, 
documents, and information related to 
each school that is being made public.
	 LEARN MORE>>

“Implementing a new  
approach to public education,  

research, and record keeping, the 
[nctr] centre will serve as a public 

memory “site of conscience,”  
bearing permanent witness to 
Survivors’ testimonies and the 

history and legacy of the residential 
school system. Along with other 
museums and archives across the 
country, the centre will shape 

how the residential school era is 
understood and remembered.

(TRC Summary Report,  pg  264)

READ MORE>>

 “Making sure that people 
have experiences and access to 
resources that contribute to 
their mental well-being and 
make them feel happy should 

not be underestimated or 
underrated. In this particular 

context, it is extremely 
important; you have an awful 
lot of resources here that are 
very important to making 

people feel happy. That should 
not be underestimated in 
terms of its importance.”

(Frank Tester, Project Naming  
and Canada’s North)

LEARN MORE>>

Archives may be 

viewed with distrust by

First Nations, Inuit, and Métis 

peoples. Many feel th
at much of their  

lives is co
ntained in documents (most of 

which they have never seen
) kept by the 

state in order to stu
dy and categor

ize  

them in a depersonalized way...What 

Aboriginal peoples required was a centre 

of their own—a cultural space that would 

serve as 
both an archives and a museum  

to hold the collecti
ve memory of  

Survivors a
nd others whose lives 

were 

touched by the history an
d legacy o

f  

the residential school syste
m.

(TRC Summary Report,  pg
  264)

READ MORE>>

Students seated at their desks in a classroom, Eskimo Point (Arviat) Federal Hostel, Nunavut.  

Credit: D.B. Marsh / Library and Archives Canada / e007914491
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEzcSFkt2jk
http://nctr.ca/archives-pages.php#statements
http://www.nctr.ca
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/800001/f7/800001-1001-e.mp3
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e317/e007914491-v6.jpg
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayItem&lang=eng&rec_nbr=3838926
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We call upon the federal government, in 
collaboration with Survivors, Aboriginal 
organizations, and the arts community, 
to develop a reconciliation framework for 
Canadian heritage and commemoration. 
This would include, but not be limited to: 

•	 Amending the Historic Sites 
and Monuments Act to include 
First Nations, Inuit, and Metis 
representation on the Historic 
Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada and its Secretariat. 

•	 Revising the policies, criteria, and 
practices of the National Program 
of Historical Commemoration 
to integrate Indigenous history, 
heritage values, and memory 
practices into Canada’s national 
heritage and history. 

•	 Developing and implementing a 
national heritage plan and strategy 
for commemorating residential 
school sites, the history and 
legacy of residential schools, and 
the contributions of Aboriginal 
peoples to Canada’s history. 

Call to Prayer
Father God,
We pray that this initiative to commemorate the 
Aboriginal history within Canadian heritage 
will become an integral part of the collective 
memory of all Canadians. The addition of the 
stories of the First Nations is crucial  so that 
an appreciation of the rich, gracious, and, 
at times, dark history of this nation, will be 
remembered. We pray for our continuing 
heritage to be reflective so all people who call 
Canada home are included and honoured. 

Call to Prayer

80
We call upon the federal 
government, in collaboration 
with Aboriginal Peoples, 
to establish, as a statutory 
holiday, a National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation 
to honour Survivors, their 
families, and communities, 
and ensure that public 
commemoration of the 
history and legacy of 
residential schools remains a 
vital component.

Father God,
We pray for the Government of Canada as they consider 
this call to action. We ask, Lord, that a national day 
will be designated for remembrance and celebration of 
Aboriginal peoples. We ask that this day will enhance 
our collective memory and encourage reconciliation 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples in 
each community and across the country.

“There are many places of spiritual importance to natives 
across Canada, but they are disappearing fast. The elders 
noted that some 80% of their important places have 
been damaged or lost to western development....”
“Given that National Historic Site designation is honorific, 
ie not binding in any way, and only awarded when the 
owner is in agreement with the designation, it seems 
these well meaning recommendations will need to be 
strengthened to be effective, perhaps by amending the 
Historic Sites and Monuments Act to give the Board 
sufficient powers and resources to achieve real and lasting 
protection for the places that matter to First Nations.”

READ MORE>> 

“About one third of First Nations people in Canada 
age 18 to 45 enlisted during the war. Métis and 
Inuit soldiers also enlisted; however, only status 
Indians were officially recorded by the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force (CEF). Aboriginal soldiers 

served in units with other Canadians throughout 
the CEF. They served in every major theatre of the 
war and participated in all of the major battles 
in which Canadian troops fought. Hundreds were 
wounded or lost their lives on foreign battlefields.”

READ MORE>>

“Aboriginal War Veterans monument”  
By Sierra Pacheco (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0], via Wikimedia Commons

“We mark  

Canada D
ay  

with firew
orks  

and trip
s 

to the l
ake, 

anticipa
ted by 

Canadian
s from

coast to
 coast.

It’s an o
pportun

ity 

to relax
, enjoy 

the com
pany of 

friends

and fam
ily, and 

reflect 

on what it m
eans 

to be Canadian
 

as part 
of our 

identity
...

Giniigaaniimenaaning
(Looking Ahead)

National 
Aboriginal 

Day doesn’t
hold such status.

It’s designated to recognize
 

the accomplishments 

of Aboriginal people and 

celebrate the diverse 

cultures of First Nations, 

Inuit, and Métis people, 
yet it isn’t a 
Statutory 
Holiday...

An independent National Day for Truth 

and Reconciliation is an important step.”

READ MORE>>

1st

July

“Stained Glass Window in Parliament 
Commemorating the Legacy of Indian Residential Schools.” 

Remembering the Past: A Window to the Future.     LEARN MORE>> 

June
21

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/H-4/page-1.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/H-4/page-1.html
http://www.pc.gc.ca/clmhc-hsmbc/ncp-pcn.aspx
http://www.pc.gc.ca/clmhc-hsmbc/ncp-pcn.aspx
http://builtheritagenews.ca/show_news.cfm?id=918&t=1#.WFlPrH27Xwp
http://builtheritagenews.ca/show_news.cfm?id=918&t=1#.WFhKt1MrIeA
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1414152378639/1414152548341
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Sierra_Pacheco&action=edit&redlink=1
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ottawa_Animal_Memorial.jpg
http://www.thinkupstream.net/national_aboriginal_day
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1332859355145/1332859433503


Call To 
Action 

Call To Action 

Call to Prayer

81We call upon the federal 
government, in collaboration with 
Survivors and their organizations, 
and other parties to the Settlement 
Agreement, to commission and 
install a publicly accessible, 
highly visible, Residential Schools 
National Monument in the city of 
Ottawa to honour Survivors and 
all the children who were lost to 
their families and communities. 

Father God,
We pray, Lord, that You will give our 
leaders, both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal, creative ideas as they prepare 
a national monument to honour both the 
survivors and the children who were lost to 
their families and communities. We ask that 
this monument will provide meaningful 
symbolism that will help our country to 
remember and move forward together in 
reconciliation. We pray that it will become 
an internationally-recognized symbol that 
reconciliation is indeed possible.

Call to Prayer

82
We call upon provincial and territorial 
government, in collaboration with Survivors 
and their organizations, and other parties to 
the Settlement Agreement, to commission 
and install a publicly accessible, highly 
visible, Residential Schools Monument in 
each capital city to honour Survivors and all 
the children who were lost to their families 
and communities. 

Father God,
We ask that provincial and territorial Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal leaders will also be inspired with 
Your creativity as they consider erecting monuments 
in their capital cities. We ask, Lord, that each of these 
monuments will be able to tell the unique story of the 
province/territory in a way that specifically honours 
survivors and all the children lost in that particular 
region.

“Inspired by a woven blanket,  
we have created a large scale art  

installation, made out of hundreds of items 
reclaimed from Residential Schools, churches, 

government buildings and traditional and cultural 
structures including Friendship Centres, band 

offices, treatment centres and universities, from 
across Canada. The Witness Blanket stands as a 
national monument to recognise the atrocities 
of the Indian Residential School era, honour the 
children, and symbolise ongoing reconciliation.”

(witnessblanket.ca)
LEARN MORE>>

“The blanket is a universal symbol of protection. 
For many of us, it identifies who we are and where we’re  
from – we wear them in ceremony and give them as gifts. 

Blankets protect our young and comfort our elders.”

“Ontario will work with Indigenous 
organizations to establish a 

commemorative monument in Toronto — 
dedicated to residential school survivors 

— as a site of learning, healing and 
reconciliation.”

(The Journey Together: Ontario’s Commitment to 
Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples)

READ MORE>>

“Walpole residential school memorial.”Photo Credit: tworowtimes.com

“ People say get over it, get over residential schools...You can’t.”  

—78-year-old survivor of Canada’s residential school system
 “Susie Jones was Susie Kicknosway when she was 

taken from her home [Walpole Island] a few months 

before she turned five in 1941. She and her two brothers 

were sent to the Shingwauk Indian Residential School, 

an Anglican Church-run school in Sault Ste. Marie. 
She would be there until she was 16 in 1953.”

READ MORE>>

“Beauval Indian Residential School monument to children who died in fire of 1927.” By Sylvia

“The Truth and Reconciliation Commission is calling for a national monument located in Ottawa ‘to honour survivors and all the children who were lost to their families and communities.’ And the mayor is open to the idea... ‘working with the federal government and First Nations to find a suitable location for the memorial in Ottawa...’”READ MORE>>

http://witnessblanket.ca/
http://witnessblanket.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/journey-together-ontarios-commitment-reconciliation-indigenous-peoples#section-6
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2460094180/
https://tworowtimes.com/health/conference-discusses-the-aboriginal-cancer-journey/attachment/walpole-residential-school-memorial/
http://www.lfpress.com/2015/03/11/susie-jones-now-78--was-taken-from-her-family-and-home-on-walpole-island-and-transferred-to-a-residential-school-in-sault-ste-marie-when-she-was-four
http://www.theinquiry.ca/wordpress/misc/prominent-non-clerical-catholics-charged-sued-or-accused/leroux-paul-leroux/leroux-beauval-indian-residential-school-other-side-of-monument/
http://www.theinquiry.ca/wordpress/author/admin/
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/politics/truth-and-reconciliation-commission-wants-national-holiday-and-monument-in-ottawa
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“Legends Project: Legends of the Ilnu of Mashteuiatsh of Quebec” by cbc.ca.

Call to Prayer

We call upon the Canada Council for the 
Arts to establish, as a funding priority, a 
strategy for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
artists to undertake collaborative projects 
and produce works that contribute to the 
reconciliation process. 

Father God,
Because we are made in Your image, we 
are creative. We thank you for Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous artists in Canada 
who have dedicated many years to develop 
skills in visual arts, writing, music, and 
other creative avenues. We give thanks 
for the Canada Council for the Arts'  
{Re}Conciliation Initiative in response to 
this call. We pray that many people will be 
inspired to participate in collaborative projects 
and produce works of art that contribute to 
the reconciliation process so that the healing 
through the arts can continue.

Call to Prayer

84
We call upon the federal government to 
restore and increase funding to the CBC/
Radio-Canada, to enable Canada’s national 
public broadcaster to support reconciliation, 
and be properly reflective of the diverse 
cultures, languages, and perspectives of 
Aboriginal peoples, including but not 
limited to: 
•	 Increasing Aboriginal programming, 

including Aboriginal-language speakers. 
•	 Increasing equitable access for Aboriginal 

peoples to jobs, leadership positions, and 
professional development opportunities 
within the organization. 

•	 Continuing to provide dedicated news 
coverage and online public information 
resources on issues of concern to 
Aboriginal peoples and all Canadians, 
including the history and legacy of 
residential schools and the reconciliation 
process.

Father God,
We give thanks that CBC/Radio-Canada has developed 
an Aboriginal Content Strategy with an expressed 
commitment to share Aboriginal community stories 
with Canadians across the country, to cover stories 
that matter to Aboriginal peoples, to offer programming 
in Aboriginal languages in the North, and to reflect 
the diverse Aboriginal communities of Canada. May 
programmers have the wisdom and perseverance to 
continue to open up creative and engaging opportunities 
for the stories of Aboriginal peoples to be expressed. 

“What I Know Now.” REDx Talks - Roseanne Supernault

“In the [film & television] industry, 
there is not a lot of change happening...Why, as  

an indigenous person, do my teeth have to be yellow?  
Have you done research on this? When Europeans first 
came...they regarded us as...people in the image and 

likeness of God Himself. We bathed ourselves everyday,  
we had pride, we had strength....A lot of times, when I go  

on set, they always try to dirty me up; they make  
my hair all straggly, they add all of this dirt to my skin,  

they darken my teeth...that’s happening in  
Hollywood—that we need to change.”
(Roseanne Supernault, What I Know Now, REDx Talks)

LEARN MORE>>

List of  Six Indigenous Art Projects that will represent {Re}conciliation:
•	 This is What I Wish You Knew–Mi’kmaw Native Friendship Centre  

(Halifax, NS)
•	 Reconciliation Film Project–First Nations Child & Family 

Caring Society of Canada (Ottawa, ON)

•	 Netsilik art exhibition by the Gjoa Haven, 
Nunavut community about the impact of the 
residential school period from the Inuit community– 
Nattilik Heritage Society (Gjoa Haven, Nunavut)

•	 #callresponse–Collective Tarah Hogue, Maria 
Hupfield and Tania Willard (Vancouver, BC)

•	 Project Charlie–Terril Calder, Joseph Boyden, 
Jason Ryle, Geeta Sondhi (Toronto, ON)

•	 Opening the Doors to Dialogue–Samuel 
Thomas (Niagara Falls, ON)

“Reconciliation between  
Aboriginal peoples of this country  

and non-Aboriginal Canadians is a defining  
issue for the future of our country...We not only 

believe that the arts can bring greater understanding 
to the issue and will highlight the unique voices of 
Canada’s Indigenous artists, but also lead to new and  

constructive dialogues on justice and healing.”
(Simon Brault, Canada Council  

Director and CEO)
READ MORE>>

“‘Imagine a Canada’ 
is a national arts and 

communications initiative 
that invites young people 
to share their thoughts on 
what the future of Canada 
will look like through the 
lens of reconciliation.”

(NCTR.ca)
LEARN MORE>>

The Legends Project
is a compilation of traditional

oral stories, legends and histories 
of Canada’s Inuit and First Nations, 

gathered in communities across 
the country from coast 

to coast to coast. 
(CBC- Legends Project)

LEARN MORE>>

The media has a role to 
play in ensuring that public 
information both for and about 
Aboriginal peoples reflects their 
cultural diversity and provides 
fair and non-discriminatory 
reporting on Aboriginal issues.

(TRC Summary Report, pg 292)

READ MORE>>

 “In the Commission’s 
view, the budget 

cuts to the CBC over 
the past decade 
have significantly 

reduced and further 
limited its capacity 

to provide Aboriginal 
programming 
and dedicated 

news coverage on 
Aboriginal issues...”
(TRC Report pg 292)

READ MORE>>

Simon Brault, Canada Council: The future of Canada's arts sector. by gallerieswest.ca/blogs-and-buzz
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http://www.cbc.ca/aboriginal/legends_project.html
http://www.cbc.ca/aboriginal/images/Production_March_2008_139.jpg
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/_files/cbcrc/documents/proactive-disclosure/business-documents/march-20-21-2013/04-aboriginal-strategy.pdf
https://vimeo.com/163754710
https://vimeo.com/163754710
http://www.thisiswhatiwishyouknew.com/index.html
https://fncaringsociety.com/reconciliation-young-people
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssognc/aCommunityProfile/
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssognc/aCommunityProfile/
http://www.callresponseart.ca/
http://www.terrilcalder.com/the-charlie-project.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/entertainment/boyden-project-charlie-seven-matches-1.3302101
https://www.facebook.com/pg/doors2dialogue/about/?ref=page_internal
http://www.mcconnellfoundation.ca/news/a-groundbreaking-arts-partnership-looks-to-the-past-future-for-new-dialogues-between-aboriginal-and-non-aboriginal-peoples-in-canada
http://nctr.ca/education_imagine.php
http://www.cbc.ca/aboriginal/legends_project.html
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
www.. gallerieswest.ca/blogs-and-buzz/canada-council-the-future-of-canada-s-arts-sector/


An Aboriginal boy having his hair cut, 1960 Photographer: Sister Liliane Library 

by  Library and Archives Canada, PA-195124

Father God,
We thank You 
for the gap 
APTN has filled 
for Aboriginal 
programming. 

We thank You for the high-quality programming that is 
expressed from an Aboriginal perspective. We pray that You 
will give them wisdom and creativity as they tell the stories of 
Aboriginal peoples, whether through drama or current events. 
We pray that non-Aboriginal people will become aware of and 
engage more with APTN's programming as a way to become 
informed about Aboriginal culture and support reconciliation.

Call To 
Action 

Call to 
Prayer

We call upon the Aboriginal Peoples Television 
Network, as an independent non-profit 
broadcaster with programming by, for, 
and about Aboriginal peoples, to support 
reconciliation, including but not limited to: 
•	 Continuing to provide leadership in 

programming and organizational 
culture that reflects the diverse cultures, 
languages, and perspectives of Aboriginal 
peoples. 

•	 Continuing to develop media initiatives 
that inform and educate the Canadian 
public and connect Aboriginal and  
non-Aboriginal Canadians.

Call To 
Action 

Call to Prayer

86
We call upon Canadian journalism programs 
and media schools to require education for 
all students on the history of Aboriginal 
peoples, including the history and legacy 
of residential schools, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, 
Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-Crown 
relations. 

Father God,
When Canadian journalists are being 
trained, we ask that these students will 
learn to search stories from many 
different perspectives.  May they take 
particular notice that issues and stories 
related to Indigenous people in Canada 
have largely been one-sided accounts, 
lacking a balanced and fair representation. 
We pray that graduating journalists will 
have a sense of calling to engage in accurate 
reporting and will have a proper understanding 
of Aboriginal protocols to be able to report in a way 
that is respectful and unbiased. We ask that these 
new journalists will support reconciliation through 
accurate and holistic reporting.

1.	APTN is not funded by government  
    organizations.

2.	APTN is the first national Aboriginal television  
network in the world.

3.	Nearly 50% of APTN’s programming is exclusive  
and can’t be seen on any other network.

READ MORE>>

Did You Know?

4.	APTN programming is driven by [its]mission  
    statement.
5.	Beyond broadcasting, APTN opens its  
    doors to the public.

“When a story is important, our storytellers 
don’t hold back–they uncover every side. Get 
a deeper understanding of key issues affecting 

our communities. Watch and stream live 
online–aptn.ca/news/newscasts.”

“It’s always about  
being missing or being  

murdered or something bad  
happening...There is so much more  
to being an Indigenous person than  

the victimizing stories that we  
read in the media.”

(Former journalism student  
quoted in article by Meagan Gillmore)

READ MORE>>

“To encourage thoughtful and respectful 
conversations, first and last names will appear 
with each submission to CBC/Radio-Canada’s 
online communities (except in children and youth-
oriented communities). Pseudonyms will no longer 
be permitted.” (CBCNews.ca )
		       READ MORE>>

“...news discourse about  
aboriginal people has remained  

constant over the last century and  
half. In the 1990s, these issues were  

framed, much as they were in colonial  
times, in ways that protect dominant  
interests and signify aboriginal people  

as a threat.”

(Robert Harding , Historical representations of  
aboriginal people in the Canadian news media)

READ MORE>>
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http://www.aptncommunity.ca/five-things-about-aptn-that-i-bet-you-didnt-know/
https://www.youtube.com/user/APTNtv
http://aptnnews.ca/newscasts/#.WLdCcNmvlcM.link
http://www.j-source.ca/article/how-journalism-students-are-taught-tell-aboriginal-stories
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/cbc-comments-policy-anonymous-1.3496350
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2679984037/
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0957926506058059
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We call upon all levels of government, 
in collaboration with Aboriginal 
peoples, sports halls of fame, and 
other relevant organizations, to 
provide public education that tells the 
national story of Aboriginal athletes  
in history.

Father God,
We thank You for the gift of fellowship found through sports 
and how it is a source of pleasure for both athletes and 
spectators alike. We recognize the need for the rich history of 
Aboriginal peoples’ contributions to athletics to become part 
of Canadian athletic history. 

We are thankful for the 
historical contributions of 
Aboriginal athletes like Tom 
Longboat, Steve Collins, and 
Alwyn Morris, who have 
each excelled in their sports.  
We give thanks for the 
redemption of ten young First 
Nations athletes who were 
finally invited in 1999 to run 
the last 400 meters to bring in 
the torch into the stadium for 
the Pan Am Games, which had 
been denied them in 1967. We pray for many more stories like 
these to be revealed so that the national story of Aboriginal 
athletes in history will be made known. 

Call to 
Prayer

88
We call upon all levels of government to 
take action to ensure long-term Aboriginal 
athlete development and growth, and 
continued support for the North American 
Indigenous Games, including funding 
to host the games and for provincial and 
territorial team preparation and travel. 

Father God,
We give thanks for the North American Indigenous Games 
that have taken place since 1990 to highlight Indigenous 
culture and sport. We ask that Aboriginal athletes 
will receive the funding and support needed to pursue 
excellence. We  pray that systemic and personal racism 
will be eradicated from the sports arena so that Indigenous 
athletes from all over Canada will be supported, recognized, 
and remembered for their exceptional skills and abilities. 

We ask that the North American  
Indigenous Games not only be championed 
as a venue of excellent sport, but that it will 
also be embraced as a national celebration of 
Aboriginal culture, food, crafts, and storytelling.

Tom Longboat with the Ward Marathon Trophy 
(HS85-10-18314) 1906

Montreal Canadiens goalie Carey Price, a multiple award 

winner at the NHL Awards in Las Vegas...used his speech 

after winning the Vezina Trophy to encourage First 

Nations youth 'to be leaders in their communities.' (NHL)                                             
READ MORE>>

The runners, in 1967.

Call to 
Prayer

Top Row (left to right) Commissioner Dr. Marie Wilson, The Honourable 
Justice Murray Sinclair, The Honourable David Peterson, Chief Bryan LaForme, 
Commissioner Chief Wilton Littlechild, Treasurer Janet E. Minor. Front Row 
(left to right) FrontRunnners William Merasty, Fred Harper, Charlie Nelson, Bill 
Chippeway, Patrick Bruyer. Photo credit: Tim Fraser/Law Society of Upper Canada.

The denial of going into the stadium was 
really a metaphor for the way that we 
found ourselves as the original people 

being marginalized and never really being 
fully accepted within our homeland...A 

lot of First Nations live in poverty. We're 
not rich people...But if a child has the 

capability to compete internationally, by 
all means, give him that chance.

LEARN MORE>>

“ “
The North American Indigenous 
Games (NAIG) 2017 will be hosted in 
Toronto and led by  the  Aboriginal  
Sport  &  Wellness  Council  of  
Ontario  and  the Mississaugas of 
New Credit First Nations.

LEARN MORE>>

We ask that Aboriginal 
youth will continue 
to have inspiring role 
models that will help 
them pursue their 
athletic dreams. We 
ask that these stories 
will be preserved and 
celebrated.

In the summer of 1967, ten young  
Aboriginal runners from residential schools  

in Manitoba were selected to carry the flame  
in its final leg from St. Paul, Minnesota to Winnipeg.  
Over five days, the youth traced an old route 
used by Aboriginal runners to carry mail from 
the United States to Canada, covering 500 
miles. The plan for their torch run, as the  

boys understood it, would have them  
carry the flame into the stadium,  

to be handed off to  
another runner...
READ MORE>>

Front Runners  
for the Pan American 

Games 1967

2014 NAIG Study Reveals Profound Social Impact:

“NAIG made me 
feel like I belong,  

that I am proud to 
be Indigenous.” 

63%  
felt more connected with their 

Indigenous heritage  
as a result of 2014 NAIG

Members of Team Saskatchewan  
North American Indigenous Games 2014. Brady Knight/CJME

Members of Opaskwayak Cree Nation. [cropped] 

2014 NAIG Opening Ceremonies. Jeanelle Mandes

READ MORE>>

https://www.historicacanada.ca/content/heritage-minutes/tom-longboat?media_type=40&media_category=
https://www.historicacanada.ca/content/heritage-minutes/tom-longboat?media_type=40&media_category=
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/steve-collins/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/alwyn-morris/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/niigaanibatowaad_frontrunners/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/niigaanibatowaad_frontrunners/
http://www.naigcouncil.com/history.php
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/carey-price-s-nhl-awards-speech-encourages-aboriginal-youth-1.3127244
http://www.ubcpress.ca/books/pdf/chapters/2012/AboriginalPeoplesAndSportInCanada.pdf
http://naig2017.to/en/about/
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2444910584/
http://leylandcecco.com/words/2015/7/10/a-history-of-denial
http://www.naigcouncil.com/docs/NAIG%20Social%20Impact%20Study%202014.pdf
http://cjme.com/article/193077/photos-north-american-indigenous-games-begin-regina
http://www.eaglefeathernews.com/photos/index.php?detail=62
http://www.naigcouncil.com/news_details.php?news_id=42


Call To 
Action 
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Father God,

There are many obstacles to sports participation for Aboriginal 
peoples, yet systemic inequality lies at its root. We ask, Lord, that 
sports in Canada will no longer be an arena for those with wealth 
and privilege by way of exclusive access to resources, facilities, 
and mentoring opportunities. We ask that any barriers that 
prevent Aboriginal youth from participating will disappear. 

We thank You for the work of Sport Canada in 2005 to 
recognize, document, and address the barriers that Aboriginal 
peoples face in their Policy on Aboriginal Peoples' Participation 
in Sport. We pray that Sport Canada will follow through on 
their commitment to implement an action plan for the Policy on 
Aboriginal Peoples’ Participation in Sports. 

We pray for wisdom for the 
federal government 
as they consider 
this call to 
amend the 
Physical 
Activity 
and Sport 
Act.

We call upon the federal government to 
amend the Physical Activity and Sport 
Act to support reconciliation 
by ensuring that policies to 
promote physical activity as a 
fundamental element of health 
and well-being, reduce barriers 
to sports participation, increase the pursuit 
of excellence in sport, and build capacity in 
the Canadian sport system, are inclusive of 
Aboriginal peoples.

Call to Prayer
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We call upon the federal government 
to ensure that national sports policies, 
programs, and initiatives are inclusive 
of Aboriginal peoples, including but not 
limited to establishing: 

•	 In collaboration with provincial 
and territorial governments, stable 
funding for, and access to, community 
sports programs that reflect the diverse 
cultures and traditional sporting 
activities of Aboriginal peoples. 

•	 An elite athlete development program 
for Aboriginal athletes. 

•	 Programs for coaches, trainers, and 
sports officials that are culturally 
relevant for Aboriginal peoples. 

•	 Anti-racism awareness and training 
programs. 

Father God,
We give thanks for organizations like Aboriginal Sport 
Circle, which prioritizes Aboriginal athlete development 
(and coaching), as well as recognition of athletic 
excellence. We pray that these kinds of organizations 
will receive sustainable funding so they can continue 
to support Aboriginal athletes. Please give Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal sport leaders the creativity needed 
to ensure all capable athletes will have opportunity to 
pursue excellence through strong athletic programs in 
well-equipped facilities. We further ask that stereotypes 
and racism in sport will disappear, and that traditional 
Aboriginal sporting activities will increase.

The Physical Activity  
and Sport Act (2003) set  

out the federal government’s  
sport policy  regarding  the  full  
and  fair  participation  of all 

Canadians  in  sport,  and mandated  
the  minister  to  “facilitate  the  
participation  of  under-represented  

groups  in  the Canadian sport 
system” (S. 5.m). However, the  
Act made no specific reference  

to Aboriginal peoples.
(TRC Report pg 298)

READ MORE>>

Not Your Mascots is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to addressing 
the misappropriation of Indigenous 
identity, imagery, and culture.
LEARN MORE>>“Carlisle Students in School Uniform Exercising Inside Gymnasium. Non-Native Group Watching. 1879”  

By Choate, John N. of Carlisle, Pennsylvania [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Structural Constraints: 
Resources, Access to 

Transportation, and Equipment 

Institutional Constraints: 
Facilities and Programs

Intrapersonal Constraints: 
Lifestyles, Responsibilities, 

and Substance Abuse

Cultural Constraints: 
Racism and Gender Roles

LEARN MORE>>

Physical  
Activity 

Aboriginal  
Youth

Barriers
for 

 “...indigenous logos are 
racist, because they're a 
byproduct ultimately of 
colonialism. That they're 
ever even championed as 
honorific is a symbol of 

colonial violence.”
(Jesse Wente, CBC Radio  

pop culture critic)

LEARN MORE>>

‘We are not your mascots, we are human beings,’  

Jesse Wente on the use of indigenous symbols in sports

The Blanket Toss. Inuvik Region, Northwest Territories – The Blanket Toss 

is a game often played at festivals and other Inuit celebrations, but it has its 

roots in a hunting ritual.  READ MORE>>

“Nalukatuk”

http://canada.pch.gc.ca/DAMAssetPub/DAM-PCH2-sport-sport/STAGING/texte-text/aborignial_v4_1427718207856_eng.pdf?WT.contentAuthority=13.0
http://canada.pch.gc.ca/eng/1414510019083
http://canada.pch.gc.ca/DAMAssetPub/DAM-PCH2-sport-sport/STAGING/texte-text/aborignial_v4_1427718207856_eng.pdf?WT.contentAuthority=13.0
http://canada.pch.gc.ca/DAMAssetPub/DAM-PCH2-sport-sport/STAGING/texte-text/aborignial_v4_1427718207856_eng.pdf?WT.contentAuthority=13.0
http://www.aboriginalsportcircle.ca/en/home.html
http://www.aboriginalsportcircle.ca/en/home.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/p-13.4/page-1.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/p-13.4/page-1.html
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.notyourmascots.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ACarlisle_Students_in_School_Uniform_Exercising_Inside_Gymnasium%3B_Some_with_Indian_Clubs%2C_Others_with_Gymnastic_Equipment%3B_Non-Native_Group_Watching_1879.jpg
http://www.pimatisiwin.com/online/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/08MasonNew.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2684992920/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4Y21XwiMsw
http://www.notyourmascots.org/
http://www.northerngames.org/blanket-toss.html
https://books.google.ca/books?id=LdyWZ8AJWMoC&dq=Aboriginal+Peoples+and+Sport+in+Canada
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We call upon the officials and host 
countries of international sporting events 
such as the Olympics, Pan Am, and 
Commonwealth games to ensure that 
Indigenous peoples’ territorial protocols 
are respected, and local indigenous 
communities are engaged in all aspects of 
planning and participating in such events. 

Father God,
We are encouraged that steps toward reconciliation have 
already occurred during the 2010 Winter Olympics held in 
Vancouver. We thank You that the Four Host First Nations 
and the Vancouver Olympic Committee formed a partnership 
that ensured full participation in the decision-making process. 
We thank You for the ripple-effect this demonstration of 
collaboration had on the 2015 Pan Am Games. We ask that 
such partnerships will continue and will become the standard 
approach for these large scale, public sporting events.

Call to Prayer
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We call upon the corporate sector in Canada 
to adopt the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a 
reconciliation framework and to apply 
its principles, norms, and standards to 
corporate policy and core operational 
activities involving Indigenous peoples 
and their lands and resources. This would 
include, but not be limited to the following: 

•	 Commit to meaningful consultation, 
building respectful relationships, 
and obtaining the free, prior, and 
informed consent of Indigenous 
peoples before proceeding with 
economic development projects. 

•	 Ensure that Aboriginal peoples have 
equitable access to jobs, training, 
and education opportunities in the 
corporate sector, and that Aboriginal 
communities gain long-term 
sustainable benefits from economic 
development projects. 

•	 Provide education for management 
and staff on the history of Aboriginal 
peoples, including the history and 
legacy of residential schools, the 
United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
Treaties and Aboriginal rights, 
Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-
Crown relations. This will require 
skills based training in intercultural 
competency, conflict resolution, 
human rights, and anti-racism. 

Father God,
We thank You for the gifts of resources that you have 
placed in and on the land. Help us to remember that 
we are all called to take care of Your creation. Please 
give us clarity and patience to make wise decisions 
that will benefit people, the land, and the economy. 
We pray that Canadian corporations will commit 
to meaningful consultation and build respectful 
relationships with Indigenous peoples before proceeding 
with economic development projects. We ask that they 
will provide education, employment, and apprenticeship 
opportunities that are equitably accessible for Aboriginal 
peoples in the corporate sector. 

Most importantly, Lord, in order for a broader 
change to occur in the marketplace, we pray that 
all places of business in Canada will undergo 
skills-based training in intercultural competency, 
conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-
racism so that management and staff will become 
educated on the history and legacy of residential 
schools, rights and laws of Indigenous peoples, as 
well as Aboriginal-Crown relations. 

“A territorial acknowledgment  
is important as part of...living into  

right relations with Indigenous peoples...It  
is a statement of respect and a statement 

that provokes further thought and reflection. 
It is a way to counteract the ideologies 

operating in the Doctrine of Discovery by 
naming that the land was not empty  

when Europeans first arrived...”
(kairoscanada.org)
READ MORE>>

“Peter Deranger is a traditional Dene Elder who 
grew up in the 1940s within the land of Treaty 8, 
spanning Northern British Columbia, Alberta and 

Saskatchewan. As a youth, Peter was displaced 
by the uranium mines used to supply the 
atomic bombs that would destroy Nagasaki 
in 1945. Since then, he’s been displaced from 
his lands continually, once by the tar sands of 
Fort McMurray, once by the wildlife extinction 
caused by the development of the W.A.C. 

Bennet hydroelectric dam in Northern British 
Columbia, and once again in the 1970s by the 

uranium industry of Northern Saskatchewan.” 
Tent Village Voice, Newsletter of the  

Olympic Tent Village | issue 1, Feb 20, 2010 
READ MORE>>

Even  when  they  were  not  
relocated,  Aboriginal  peoples  were  
economically  marginalized  in  their  
own  homelands  when  irreversible  
environmental damage was done in 

the name of ‘progress.’”

(TRC Report pg 302)

READ MORE>>

“Communities were not  
consulted before they were relocated 

from their vast traditional territories 
to much smaller, more remote, and 
more crowded  reserves  to  make   

way  for  government  and   
industrial  land  and  resource  

development  projects. 
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https://www.olympic.org/news/welcome-to-the-world-s-biggest-potlatch
http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/pan-am-games-make-headway-with-indigenous-protocol-1.3145094
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.ictinc.ca/
http://www.kairoscanada.org/territorial-acknowledgment
https://www.caut.ca/docs/default-source/professional-advice/list---territorial-acknowledgement-by-province.pdf?sfvrsn=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LApHrjFPFp4
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/canada-s-1st-indigenous-olympic-gold-medallist-not-recognized-family-says-1.3046786
https://olympictentvillage.files.wordpress.com/2010/02/village-voice-issue1-final2.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.ictinc.ca/


National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation Archives,  Photograph (British Columbia National Event): PHBCNE_00472,  Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 

“I came [to Canada] from India  
thirty years ago....One of the things  

that became apparent to me right away 
 was that I came [here] with my own baggage 
of stereotypes [of Aboriginal peoples].  
These were defined by what I had seen in  

Hollywood films and comic books....”
(TRC Report pg 360)

READ MORE>>

Call To 
Action 

We call upon the federal government, in 
collaboration with the national Aboriginal 
organizations, to revise the information 
kit for newcomers to Canada and its 
citizenship test to reflect a more inclusive 
history of the diverse Aboriginal peoples of 
Canada, including information about the 
Treaties and history of residential schools. 

Father God,
We thank You for our ancestors who had the 
courage (and desperation) to immigrate to 
Canada. We thank You for the hospitality 
Aboriginal peoples extended to so many of 
Canada’s immigrants. We thank You for 
the courage many immigrants have today 
to move to Canada. We ask that they will 
experience hospitality from Aboriginal 
peoples and from the past generations of 
New Canadians. 
As new immigrants study Canada’s 
history, we ask that they will receive a 
full and accurate telling of Aboriginal 
history in Canada. As many of the new 
immigrants are indigenous in the country 
they have left, we ask that they will have 
hope for their home country as they watch 
and become part of the reconciliation 
process here in Canada.

Call to Prayer
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We call upon the 
Government of  
Canada to  
replace the Oath  
of Citizenship  
with the  
following: 

Father God,
We thank You for this great nation we live in and for 
the rich heritage of Aboriginal peoples. We pray not 
only for new Canadians, but that all Canadians will 
learn about and respect the Treaty Agreements. May 
we be a country that respects each other and honours 
one another.

“Twenty years ag
o, I became a Canadian citizen 

and one of the th
ings that wasn’t made clear 

to me...was that w
hen we took tha

t oath [of
 

allegiance] we would become party to t
he Treaties 

that were signed...We were given this very up
lifting 

lecture on the rights of Canadian citizenship 

but what was excluded was [information] on 

our respon
sibility and obligation

s...as now being 

parties to t
hese Treaties.”

(TRC Report pg 3
61)

READ MORE>>

Call to Prayer

“Why do  
negative 

perceptions  
develop  
so fast?”
(Canadian Race  

Relations Foundation)

READ MORE>>

“Immigrants [have] picked 
up negative stereotypes of 
Aboriginal Peoples in cities 
where they live in close 

proximity to each other... 
Immigrants in particular 

often have no knowledge of 
Aboriginal Peoples and their 

history in Canada.” 

“For new Canadians,  
many of whom carry their own  

traumatic memories of colonial violence, 
racism, and oppression, finding common 
ground as Treaty people involves learning 
about  the  history  of  Aboriginal peoples  
and  finding  ways  to  build  stronger  
relationships  of  solidarity  with  them.” 

(TRC Report pg 360)

READ MORE>>

Call To Action 

I swear (or affirm)  
that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada, Her 
Heirs and Successors, and that I  
will faithfully observe the laws  

of Canada  including  
Treaties with

Indigenous Peoples, 
and fulfill my duties 
as a Canadian citizen. 

“We are learning some  
things for our new lives here in 

 this country, our new country, and we will 
see our friends...in all of Regina you know...”

(An indigenous welcome for  
newcomers, leaderpost.com)

READ MORE>>

“So long as the sun shall 
cross the sky, so long as 

the rivers shall run, so long 
as the grass shall grow”
( Maeaning of the Pipestem  

in Treaty-making)

READ MORE>> 
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https://vimeo.com/85540034
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2uNB8GcvNw
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/tools/cit/ceremony/oath.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/tools/cit/ceremony/oath.asp
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
https://www.crrf-fcrr.ca/en/news-a-events/media-releases/item/24325-how-aboriginal-peoples-are-perceived-and-what-is-to-be-done-education-training-community-dialogue
http://www.trc.ca/websites/trcinstitution/File/2015/Exec_Summary_2015_06_25_web_o.pdf
http://leaderpost.com/news/local-news/an-indigenous-welcome-for-newcomers
http://leaderpost.com/news/local-news/an-indigenous-welcome-for-newcomers
http://blogs.spiritsd.ca/tfishley/files/2014/02/The-Meaning-of-the-Pipestem.pdf


Thank you for putting  
“Faith and Hope in Action” by  

supporting reconciliation through  
learning, prayer, and dialogue with  

Indigenous people in Canada.

 Additional information and  
resources are available online at

cmacan.org/tr-prayerguide

http://www.cmacan.org/tr-prayerguide
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